
SPRING BOOKS 2015 

A selection of books for April and May 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

CLOSET QUEENS: SOME 20TH CENTURY BRITISH POLITICIANS Michael Bloch Hiding from scandal both in 

and out of the Chamber £25 

THE AUDACIOUS CRIMES OF COLONEL BLOOD Robert Hutchinson Not only did he escape execution after 

stealing the Crown Jewels in 1671, but Colonel Thomas Blood was actually granted an income by Charles II… Here is the 

story of this adventurer's incredible career £20 

THE SECOND I SAW YOU: THE TRUE LOVE STORY OF RUPERT BROOKE AND PHYLLIS GARDNER 
Lorna C Beckett Derived from a newly found cache of letters £16.99 

THE ADVENTURES OF SIR THOMAS BROWNE IN THE 21ST CENTURY Hugh Aldersey-Williams The author of 

'Religio Medici' is still revered in modern times: this delightful and quixotic book is an attempt to explain Browne's enduring 

appeal £20 

BYRON'S LETTERS & JOURNALS: A NEW SELECTION edited by Richard Lansdown Culled from Leslie 

Marchand's complete edition, this is the nearest we get to the Memoirs that were burned in John Murray's fireplace £30 

THE STORY OF ALICE: LEWIS CARROLL AND THE SECRET HISTORY OF WONDERLAND Robert 

Douglas-Fairhurst A biographical study of Charles Dodgson, Alice Liddell and the creation of 'Alice' £25 

FIRST LADY: THE LIFE AND WARS OF CLEMENTINE CHURCHILL Sonia Purnell £25 

THREADS: THE DELICATE LIFE OF JOHN CRASKE Julia Blackburn Craske was born in Norfolk in 1881 into a 

family of fishermen but was unable to work, being subject to 'stuporous' states which could last months, even years at a time. 

Cared for by his remarkable wife, Laura, he lived in poverty. When he could, he painted seascapes from memory; when 

bedridden he embroidered them, culminating in a 10ft long depiction of the evacuation of Dunkirk. Julia Blackburn has 

made of his strange story a book of real beauty, teasing out the details of his life and weaving them together with elements of 

her own. His work survived in the first place thanks to the efforts of Sylvia Townsend Warner & Peter Pears; JB has done 

her part now in bringing it to a modern audience - and it's wonderful £25 

GOEBBELS Peter Longerich From the author of a recent book on Himmler £30 

ALFRED HITCHCOCK Peter Ackroyd Another of his short biographies £12.99 

BILLIE HOLIDAY: THE MUSICIAN AND THE MYTH John Szwed £20 

SALADIN: THE LIFE, THE LEGEND AND THE ISLAMIC EMPIRE John Man £20 

LIVING IN THE SOUND OF THE WIND: A LIFE OF W. H. HUDSON NATURALIST AND WRITER FROM 

THE RIVER PLATE Jason Wilson £18.99 

BECOMING STEVE JOBS: THE EVOLUTION OF A RECKLESS UPSTART INTO A VISIONARY LEADER 
Brent Schlender & Rick Tetzeli £25 

JOHN KNOX: THE REFORMER Jane Dawson In a major and serious re-evaluation of this great Scot, the author casts a 

new light on the austere Presbyterian (with absolutely no reference to current Scottish politics, we promise) £25 £25 

LETTERS OF LOVE AND LOSS: CORRESPONDENCE WITH ALEXANDRA WOLFF-STOMERSEE, 1935-1943 
Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa Letters between the author of 'The Leopard' and his Latvian wife £16.99 

HAVE YOU BEEN GOOD?: A MEMOIR Vanessa Nicolson An account of her parents’ troubled marriage and the death 

of her own 19-year-old daughter £16.99 

ON THE MOVE: A LIFE Oliver Sacks A memoir by the dynamic and prolific neurologist £20 

YEAR OF THE FAT KNIGHT: THE FALSTAFF DIARIES Antony Sher £16.99 

EDWARD THOMAS: FROM ADLESTROP TO ARRAS Jean Moorcroft Wilson £25 

QUEER SAINT: THE CULTURED LIFE OF PETER WATSON Adrian Clark & Jeremy Dronfield This glamorous and 

successful patron of a generation of artists was murdered in his bath £25 

ROMANTIC OUTLAWS: THE EXTRAORDINARY LIVES OF MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT AND HER 

DAUGHTER MARY SHELLEY Charlotte Gordon The author of 'The Vindication of the Rights of Women' died a week 

after giving birth to the future author of 'Frankenstein'. But both were undoubtedly remarkable - and highly influential on the 

men around them £25 

HENRY II: A PRINCE AMONG PRINCES Richard Barber The next four in the 'Penguin Monarchs' series £10.99 

JAMES II: THE LAST CATHOLIC KING David Womersley £10.99 



WILLIAM III & MARY II: PARTNERS IN REVOLUTION Jonathan Keates £10.99 

VICTORIA: QUEEN, MATRIARCH, EMPRESS Jane Ridley £10.99 

JOY: POET, SEEKER, AND THE WOMAN WHO CAPTIVATED C. S. LEWIS Abigail Santamaria £19.99 

HISTORICAL 

FOR GOD AND KAISER: THE IMPERIAL AUSTRIAN ARMY, 1619-1918 Richard Bassett ‘The Austrian army, 

awfully arrayed’ – a tremendous and elegantly written account of the first pan-European army, comprising Muslims and 

Jews as well as Christians, of its principal campaigns and its rôle in the balance of European power. Signed copies will be 

available £25 

ARDENNES 1944: HITLER'S LAST GAMBLE Anthony Beevor The surprise offensive which became the greatest battle 

of WW2 in Western Europe £25 

THE GREEKS IN ASIA John Boardman A scholarly but accessible work by one of the foremost historians of Greek art 

£32 

COMING OUT CHRISTIAN IN THE ROMAN WORLD: HOW THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS MADE A PLACE 

IN CAESAR'S EMPIRE Douglas Boin £18.99 

PRINCES AT WAR: THE BRITISH ROYAL FAMILY'S PRIVATE BATTLE IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
Deborah Cadbury £25 

HUBRIS: WHY ECONOMISTS FAILED TO PREDICT THE CRISIS AND HOW TO AVOID THE NEXT ONE 
Meghnad Desai Good luck with that one £18.99 

ELIZABETH I AND HER CIRCLE Susan Doran A vivid account of the Virgin Queen's inner circle, using private papers 

to study the relations between those who knew her best £25 

SPAIN: THE CENTRE OF THE WORLD 1519-1682 Robert Goodwin £30 

THE TRIUMPH OF SEEDS: HOW GRAINS, NUTS, KERNELS, PULSES, AND PIPS CONQUERED THE PLANT 

KINGDOM AND SHAPED HUMAN HISTORY Thor Hanson How Grains, Nuts, Kernels, Pulses, And Pips Conquered 

The Plant Kingdom And Shaped Human History £17.99 

THE LONGEST AUGUST:THE UNFLINCHING RIVALRY BETWEEN INDIA AND PAKISTAN Dilip Hiro 

£23.99 

MASTERING THE WEST: ROME AND CARTHAGE AT WAR Dexter Hoyos A new narrative of all three Punic Wars 

£18.99 

TOWARDS THE FLAME: EMPIRE, WAR & THE END OF TSARIST RUSSIA Dominic Lieven His book 'Russia 

Against Napoleon' is a superb account of that campaign from the triumphant Russians' perspective. He brings the same 

narrative skills and intimate knowledge of Russian military history to provide a powerful account of Russia's collapse in 

WW1 £25 

AGENTS OF EMPIRE: KNIGHTS, CORSAIRS, JESUITS AND SPIES IN THE 16TH-CENTURY 

MEDITERRANEAN WORLD Noel Malcolm This book focuses on two families - the Brunis and the Brutis - across three 

generations during the C16th, to show how, despite the conflicts and the rhetoric, the Ottoman and Christian power blocs 

were in fact very porous. A wide-ranging and illuminating account of Mediterranean culture £30 

THE BALTIC: A HISTORY Michael North The Vikings, the Hanseatic League, Gustavus Adolphus, Peter the Great… 

This is a valuable overview of a distinct trading zone of immense significance £25 

DEALING WITH CHINA Henry M Paulson, Jr Hank’s experiences of the enigmatic superpower, as a banker and then as 

US Treasury Secretary £25 

A HIGHER FORM OF KILLING: SIX WEEKS IN WW1 THAT FOREVER CHANGED THE NATURE OF 

WARFARE Diana Preston The advent of weapons of mass destruction and their deployment against civilians £17.99 

WHEN BRITAIN SAVED THE WEST: THE STORY OF 1940 Robin Prior A major new analysis of the perils which 

Britain faced alone in a year of many crises £20 

MADNESS IN CIVILIZATION: FROM THE BIBLE TO FREUD, FROM THE MADHOUSE TO MODERN 

MEDICINE Andrew Scull £28 

MAGNA CARTA: THE TRUE STORY BEHIND THE CHARTER David Starkey Just in case you'd forgotten there was 

an anniversary £18.99 

DEFENDING THE MOTHERLAND: THE SOVIET WOMEN WHO FOUGHT HITLER'S ACES Lyuba 

Vinogradova, introduction by Anthony Beevor, translated by Arch Tait A riveting account of three regiments of Soviet 

airwomen in WW2, the first all-female active combat units in modern history £20 



GREAT CATASTROPHE: ARMENIANS AND TURKS IN THE SHADOW OF GENOCIDE Thomas de Waal As 

well as dealing with 1915 itself, this fascinating book also tells us what happened to the Armenians, Turks and Kurds 

subsequently, and discusses the event’s far-reaching impact on contemporary politics £20 

KL: A HISTORY OF THE NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMPS Nikolaus Wachsmann From a disused factory with 223 

prisoners in 1933 (in a town called Dachau) to a vast network of camps all over Europe by 1945… This critically acclaimed 

study promises to be a landmark history £25 

INTRODUCING THE ANCIENT GREEKS Edith Hall The author identifies the defining characteristics of the Greeks 

£20 

THE GESTAPO: THE MYTH AND REALITY OF HITLER'S SECRET POLICE Frank McDonough pbk £20 

FICTION 

WILFUL DISREGARD: A NOVEL ABOUT LOVE Lena Andersson Bitingly funny and darkly fascinating, a story about 

total, desperate devotion, and how we willingly delude and betray ourselves in our longing to be loved £12.99 

A GOD IN RUINS Kate Atkinson A companion to her 'Life After Life' £20 

A PRINCE OF SWINDLERS Guy Boothby Back in print for the first time in a century (Penguin Classics) this is a 

delightful tale about one of literature's most dastardly rogues, a hunchback master of disguise invited to London by the 

British Viceroy in India pbk £8.99 

THE HARDER THEY COME T C Boyle Heroism and violence in modern America £18.99 

GAME OF MIRRORS Andrea Camilleri Montalbano's alluring neighbour has car trouble… £16.99 

WE THAT ARE LEFT Clare Clark Love and loss in the Great War £16.99 

NOTES FROM A DEAD HOUSE Fyodor Dostoevsky, translated by Richard Pevear & Larissa Volkhonsky A new 

translation (from the acclaimed duo) of this novel, loosely based on the author's own years in a labour camp in Siberia £20 

THE INFIDEL STAIN M J Carter A sequel to The Strangler Vine, a terrific yarn in the Rider Haggard vein, set in India in 

1857 £14.99 

THE GREEN ROAD Anne Enright As in ‘The Gathering’, siblings come together from their scattered lives to spend a final 

Christmas in the family home in the west of Ireland with their elderly - and manipulative - mother £16.99 

THE DAY BEFORE THE FIRE Miranda France A stately home burns down… £12.99 

FLOOD OF FIRE Amitav Ghosh The third in the trilogy of which the second, 'Sea Of Poppies', was shortlisted for the 

Booker £20 

GORSKY Vesna Goldsworthy A hugely entertaining jeu d’esprit about an enigmatic Russian oligarch who builds a palace 

in Chelsea with a magnificent library, to captivate his beloved. It is narrated by his bookseller, an independent dealer not far 

from Blacklands Terrace… £12.99 

AT HAWTHORN TIME Melissa Harrison Four lives in the modern countryside £16.99 

OUR SOULS AT NIGHT Kent Haruf His final novel: love after bereavement £12.99 

GOING TO THE DOGS Dan Kavanagh The third reprint in the Duffy series £14.99 

THE LADY FROM ZAGREB Philip Kerr Zurich, 1942: Bernie Gunther is back (what a relief) £18.99 

FALL OF MAN IN WILMSLOW David Lagercrantz, translated by George Goulding A novel about the detective who 

investigated Alan Turing's suicide by the writer who is to continue Stieg Larsson's 'Millennium' series £18.99 

FALLING IN LOVE Donna Leon More trouble for Brunetti at La Fenice £18.99 

PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT LIFE Atticus Lish There have already been rave reviews for this novel set in Queens 

which features an Iraq veteran and a Chinese illegal immigrant £14.99 

THE DISCREET HERO Mario Vargas Llosa Set in contemporary Peru among the newly prosperous £20 

SLEEPING DOGS Thomas Mogford The fourth Spike Sanguinetti mystery pbk £12.99 

THE TIGHTROPE Simon Mawer From the author of 'The Glass Room', a new novel about a survivor of Ravensbrück who 

finds herself leading a double life during the Cold War £16.99 

GOD HELP THE CHILD Toni Morrison £14.99 

BLOOD ON SNOW Jo Nesbø A short, stand-alone novel: a hitman falls for his next target £12.99 

HUNTERS IN THE DARK Lawrence Osborne Gripping new novel set in South-East Asia by the author of 'The Forgiven' 

and 'The Ballad Of A Small Player' £12.99 

THE IMPROBABILITY OF LOVE Hannah Rothschild £14.99 



EARLY WARNING Jane Smiley The second in her 'The Last Hundred Years' trilogy £18.99 

THE BOY WHO COULD SEE DEATH Salley Vickers A new collection of shrewd and witty short stories exploring 

bereavement and betrayal £14.99 

THE IRON NECKLACE Giles Waterfield A new novel by the author of 'The Long Afternoon' pbk £12.99 

THE ONE & THE TWO Jason Webster £16.99 

THE CROSSING Andrew Miller £18.99 

A GAME FOR ALL THE FAMILY Sophie Hannah £14.99 

CIRCLING THE SUN Paula McLain A novel about Beryl Markham, set in 1920s' Kenya, from the author of The Paris 

Wife £14.99 

A WOMAN LOVED Andrei Makine A novel about making a film about Catherine the Great in the dying days of the 

USSR, and afterwards £14.99 

THE GIRL IN THE SPIDER'S WEB David Lagercrantz For those still in withdrawal since the death of Stieg Larsson, 

Lisbeth Salander and Mikael Blomkvist return in this sequel… £19.99 

POETRY, IDEAS & CULTURE 

SENTENCED TO LIFE Clive James In which the critic and poet faces illness and death £14.99 

THE OBSERVANCES Kate Miller A debut collection pbk £9.95 

THE CURIOSITIES Christopher Reid This much loved poet has become rather prolific. This new collection of over 70 

poems celebrates life through the letter C £14.99 

THERE IS SIMPLY TOO MUCH TO THINK ABOUT: COLLECTED NONFICTION Saul Bellow £25 

THE DISAPPEARING DICTIONARY David Crystal Words captured in print before the Facebook generation forgets 

them forever £12.99 

WHY INFORMATION GROWS: THE EVOLUTION OF ORDER, FROM ATOMS TO ECONOMIES César 

Hidalgo £20 

THE GOLDEN AGE OF MURDER Martin Edwards Explores how a mysterious literary network, The DetectionClub, 

including Agatha Christie and Dorothy L Sayers, reinvented detective fiction £20 

CURIOSITY Alberto Manguel The author tracks his own life of curiosity through the reading that has mapped his way 

£18.99 

LONDON WAR NOTES Mollie Panter-Downes, introduction by David Kynaston A new Persephone title from the author 

of 'Good Evening, Mrs Craven' pbk £12 

THE BOOK OF THE PEOPLE: HOW TO READ THE BIBLE A N Wilson £17.99 

THE NEAREST THING TO LIFE James Wood A short account of this excellent critic's perception of the relationship 

between life and fiction £12.99 

THE HIDDEN PLEASURES OF LIFE: A NEW WAY OF REMEMBERING THE PAST AND IMAGINING THE 

FUTURE Theodore Zeldin The author of the classic 'An Intimate History Of Humanity' demonstrates that both the greatest 

problem and the greatest opportunity of the twenty-first century lie in our relationships with others £20 

THE BALLET LOVER'S COMPANION Zoe Anderson £25 

BELA BARTóK David Cooper £25 

WORDS WITHOUT MUSIC: A MEMOIR Philip Glass And some of you might well enjoy his words rather more than 

his music (no offence) £22.50 

CHARLES MACKERRAS edited by John Tyrrell & Nigel Simeone £25 

THE UPRIGHT THINKERS: THE HUMAN JOURNEY FROM LIVING IN TREES TO UNDERSTANDING THE 

COSMOS Leonard Mlodinow £18.99 

THE WORM AT THE CORE: ON THE ROLE OF DEATH IN LIFE Sheldon Solomon et al The authors argue that our 

unconscious fear of death lies behind everything we do (perhaps they've been reading Freud?) £20 

TRAVEL, NATURE & COOKERY 

THE BLACK SEA Neal Ascherson His classic history, updated with a new foreword pbk £10.99 

STATION TO STATION: A MEDITATIVE JOURNEY ALONG THE GREAT WESTERN LINE James Attlee 

Publication of this book might be delayed to due to late-running engineering works at Reading £14.99 



BORDERLAND: A JOURNEY THROUGH THE HISTORY OF UKRAINE Anna Reid A new edition of this classic, 

prophetic and eminently readable account, with a new chapter covering recent events pbk £10.99 

COASTLINES: THE STORY OF OUR SHORE Patrick Barkham Observations, history and reflections from walks along 

nearly 750 miles of UK coastline £20 

CHANNEL SHORE: FROM THE WHITE CLIFFS TO LAND'S END Tom Fort Another walk along the coastline 

£14.99 

THE LOST TRIBES OF TIERRA DEL FUEGO: SELK'NAM, YAMANA, KAWESQAR Martin Gusinde, edited by 

Xavier Barral & Christine Barthe Astonishing pictures taken in 1918-1924, from a recently discovered archive £55 

THE WEATHER EXPERIMENT: THE PIONEERS WHO SOUGHT TO SEE THE FUTURE Peter Moore An 

account of the remarkable men, such as Robert FitzRoy (captain of the Beagle), who learned how to forecast the weather. 

The launch is at Sandoe's, so signed copies will be available £20 

THE SHEPHERD'S LIFE: A TALE OF THE LAKE DISTRICT James Rebanks Rebanks's family has farmed in the 

same part of the District for 600 years. This is a moving, intelligent and evocative memoir by a third-generation shepherd 

£16.99 

THE LAST ENGLISH POACHERS Bob Tovey & Brian Tovey The metropolitan publisher's blurb starts 'Just two hours' 

drive west of London, a secret way of life that has been operating for centuries is clinging to a fragile existence'. The Toveys, 

pater et filius, reveal a very traditional rural life £16.99 

THE COURSE OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE: A HISTORY OF OUR DESIGNS ON THE NATURAL 

WORLD Christophe Girot An ambitious new interpretation of human intervention in the landscape, lavishly illustrated £45 

THE IRISH GARDEN Jane Powers, photography by Jonathan Hession £40 

HUMMELO Noel Kingsbury & Piet Oudolf In 1982 Oudolf bought a farmhouse and an acre of land near Hummelo, in 

Gelderland… the story of the Dutch garden designer's own patch £40 

A NATURAL HISTORY OF ENGLISH GARDENING 1650-1800 Mark Laird Scholarly, superbly illustrated study of 

the evolution of the English landscape garden £45 

THE AMERICAN SPIRIT IN THE ENGLISH GARDEN Jean Stone The influence of botanical immigrants and dollar 

heiresses £35 

A GIRL AND HER GREENS: HEARTY MEALS FROM THE GARDEN April Bloomfield From the author of 'A Girl 

And Her Pig' £25 

SPRING Skye Gyngell To coincide with the opening of her new restaurant £25 

TEN COCKTAILS: THE ART OF CONVIVIAL DRINKING Alice Lascelles Now you're talking £16.99 

MAMUSHKA: RECIPES FROM UKRAINE & BEYOND Olia Hercules We don't think the subtitle is a geopolitical 

comment £25 

ART & ARCHITECTURE 

RUSSIAN MODERNISM Konstantin Akinsha £40 

PATRICIA UNDERWOOD: THE ALLURE OF HATS Doria de la Chapelle & Jeffrey Banks Finally, a book on our in-

house milliner £29.95 

KEEPING AN EYE OPEN: ESSAYS ON ART Julian Barnes pbk £16.99 

BASQUIAT: THE UNKNOWN NOTEBOOKS edited by Tricia Laughlin Bloom & Dieter Buchhart £29.95 

THE ART OF FORGERY Noah Charney Case studies of the some of the world's most extraordinary forgeries, and of the 

forgers £19.95 

CONRAN ON COLOUR Terence Conran £25 

THE ART OF CFA VOYSEY: ENGLISH PIONEER MODERNIST ARCHITECT & DESIGNER David Cole £50 

FACE TO FACE: INTERVIEWS WITH ARTISTS Richard Cork £18.99 

MY DEAR BB…: THE LETTERS OF BERNARD BERENSON & KENNETH CLARK, 1925-1959 edited by Robert 

Cumming The correspondence of the two great mid century connoisseurs that ended only with BB's death in 1959 £25 

THE STARLIGHT YEARS: LOVE & WAR AT KELMSCOTT MANOR 1940-1948 edited by Joscelyn Godwin 

Bohemian life after William Morris pbk £15 

INDIA HICKS: ISLAND STYLE India Hicks £27 

EVERY OBJECT TELLS A STORY Oliver Hoare Published to coincide with another sale of his own collection of 

amazing exotica, from antiquities to the 13th Dalai Lama's double bass. The catalogue's appeal is partly in its superb 



reproductions but also in Oliver's glorious narratives about the objects themselves, how they came into his possession and 

what they mean to him pbk £30 

CARRYING OFF THE PALACES: JOHN RUSKIN'S LOST DAGUERREOTYPES Ken Jacobson & Jenny Jacobson 

£85 

PIET MONDRIAN: LIFE AND WORK Cees De Jong £40 

MONET AND THE BIRTH OF IMPRESSIONISM Felix Kramer £40 

CELTIC ART Venceslas Kruta A major new illustrated survey, from Ireland to the Czech Republic £59.95 

FORNASETTI: PRACTICAL MADNESS Patrick Mauriès An updated edition £50 

LIVES OF THE ARTISTS, LIVES OF THE ARCHITECTS Hans-Ulrich Obrist Obrist, curator of the Serpentine 

Gallery and a modern Vasari, has been interviewing artists for decades. This volume presents a selection of 19 subjects, 

including Hockney, Richter, Koolhaas and Niemeyer pbk £22 

THE CONTEMPORARIES: TRAVELS IN THE 21ST-CENTURY ART WORLD Roger White £19.99 

RUSSBOROUGH: A GREAT IRISH HOUSE, ITS FAMILIES AND COLLECTIONS William Laffan A very 

handsome production by the Alfred Beit Foundation £50 

GEOFFREY BENNISON: MASTER DECORATOR Gillian Newberry, introduction by John Richardson £35 

THE COMFORT OF THE PAST: BUILDING STYLES AND PATRONAGE IN OXFORD AND BEYOND, 1815-

2015 Steven Parissien £40 

SUFFOLK EAST James Bettley £35 

SUFFOLK WEST James Bettley £35 

THE PRACTICE OF CLASSICAL ARCHITECTURE: THE ARCHITECTURE OF QUINLAN AND FRANCIS 

TERRY, 2005-2015 David Watkin, introduction by HRH the Prince of Wales £40 

FOR CHILDREN 

THE ASTOUNDING BROCCOLI BOY Frank Cottrell Boyce A green superhero £10.99 

THE LIE TREE Frances Hardinge Lies, truth and a sinister tree (10-12) pbk £6.99 

DOT & ANTON Erich Kästner A new translation of this collection of adventures (8-10) pbk £7.99 

GENIUS!: THE MOST ASTONISHING INVENTIONS OF ALL TIME Deborah Kespert £12.95 

PUFF William Wondriska A little steam engine with big dreams (3-6) £11.95 

THE GIANT OF JUM Benji Davies & Elli Woollard £11.99 

SOME OF OUR RECENT FAVOURITES 

LIVES OF EMINENT MEN John Aubrey A selection, edited by Ruth Scurr, of short, witty, discursive and gossipy 

portraits of the men of his age and of the generation before, by England’s first archaeologist and friend of Wren, Hobbes, 

Newton, et alia. ‘…a beard does not make a philosopher…’ pbk £6.99 

FLORA OF THE SILK ROAD: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED GUIDE Christopher Gardner & Başak Gardner 

This ravishing book is a must and a steal, frankly. The Gardners have photographed wild flowers and their spectacular 

settings from Turkey and the anti-Lebanon via the Taurus, Zagros and Tien-Shan mountains, to Yunnan and Tibet. The 

variety of fritillaries , amongst many other joys, may bring on a fit of the vapours. £35 

THE RED NOTEBOOK Antoine Laurain When Laurent comes across an abandoned handbag in the streets of Paris he is 

determined to find its owner. Armed with nothing except a small red notebook full of personal jottings, he sets forth on his 

hunt. Full of delightful characters and wonderful Gallic humour pbk £8.99 

CIAO, CARPACCIO!: AN INFATUATION Jan Morris Morris revisits Venice with Carpaccio’s 'St Ursula' sequence as 

companion. Delightful and lavishly illustrated, with rich details of Venetian roofs, trousers, dogs, hairdos, daily life and 

pomp £12.95/hbk £12.95 

MADE IN INDIA, COOKED IN BRITAIN: RECIPES FROM AN INDIAN FAMILY KITCHEN Meera Sodha A 

(rare) simple and practical guide to the food of the subcontinent. The book contains some show-stopping dishes (such as an 

Indian roast lamb) but its simple staples of Mum’s chicken curry and coriander chutney are particular hits (fear of the JS 

human resources department’s wrath has prevented this particular staff member from attempting the 100 clove garlic 

curry….yet) £20 

THE KIND WORTH KILLING Peter Swanson A slick and satisfying modern thriller - a variation on the ‘Strangers on a 

Train’ theme - begins with a chance encounter in the lounge at Heathrow, and one or two cocktails too many… £14.99 
 


