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JOHN SANDOE (BOOKS) LTD 
 

 
 
 

10 Blacklands Terrace, Chelsea, London SW3 2SR 
020 7589 9473 

sales@johnsandoe.com  www.johnsandoe.com 
 

SPRING BOOKS 2018 
Price and availability may be subject to occasional revision 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL 
 

MI5 & ME: A CORONET AMONG THE SPOOKS 
Charlotte Bingham   This memoir is a bizarre and entertaining window onto 1950s Britain. 
The author's father was a spy - said to be the model for Le Carré's Smiley - and he got 

her a job as a typist in MI5.    £14.99 

CHOPIN'S PIANO: A JOURNEY THROUGH ROMANTICISM 
Paul Kildea   In Nov 1838, Chopin went to Valldemossa in Majorca, where he finished his 
24 Preludes using a small, locally-made pianino. This remarkable book of interwoven 
narratives traces the history of the Preludes through the instruments used by Chopin to 

play them and later by others'.    £25.00 

UNSUNG HEROES:… AND A FEW VILLAINS 
Algy Cluff   A follow-up to his hugely popular 'Get On With It'.    £20.00 

MOMENT OF GRACE 
Patrick Dillon   A distinguished architect, PD has also written fine history books, 
children's books and detective fiction. This is a luminous and affecting account of the 
illness of his wife, Nicola Thorold, which culminated in her death in 2016.    £12.99 

THE RITZ AND THE DITCH: A MEMOIR 
Diana Holderness   Married in Westminster Abbey in 1947 to Lord Halifax's son, the 
author has been at the centre of certain aspects of English life for a long time. This is a 
fine account of a life well lived.    £20.00 

A CERTAIN IDEA OF FRANCE: THE LIFE OF CHARLES DE GAULLE 
Julian Jackson   A big new biog of The Saviour of France by the author of fine books on 

the Occupation.    £35.00 

IBN KHALDUN: AN INTELLECTUAL BIOGRAPHY 
Robert Irwin   A biography of the C14th proto-historian whose 'Muqaddima', on the 
principles of history and rise and fall of dynasties, is widely held to be a work of genius. 
Irwin, intelligent and contrary, is awake to the deceptiveness of making too many 
modern parallels: rather, through Ibn Khaldun, the modern reader can access a 

premodern approach to understanding societies and the world.    £24.95 

IN BYRON'S WAKE: THE TURBULENT LIVES OF LORD BYRON'S WIFE 
AND DAUGHTER, ANNABELLA MILBANKE & ADA LOVELACE 
Miranda Seymour   Reveals the long shadow of Byron's influence over his daughter, who 
arguably foresaw the invention of the computer.    £25.00 

A SPY NAMED ORPHAN: THE ENIGMA OF DONALD MACLEAN 
Roland Philipps   For many years a publisher with John Murray, the author has lifelong 
connections with the Maclean story. This is his first book - much anticipated.    £20.00 
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MONSIEUR X: THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF THE MOST AUDACIOUS 
GAMBLER IN HISTORY 
Jamie Reid   Patrice des Moutis outwitted the French state-run betting system between the 

1950s and 1970s.    £18.99 

THE MURDOCH METHOD: NOTES ON RUNNING A MEDIA EMPIRE 
Irwin Stelzer   Stelzer worked closely with Murdoch for 35 years as adviser and trouble-

shooter.    £20.00 

SOMETHING WHOLESALE 
Eric Newby   One of Slightly Foxed's lovely pocket-sized, clothbound editions. 
Demobbed and demoralised, post-war but pre-Hindu Kush, EN is co-opted into the 
family firm, but the tide has already turned on mantles, let alone their manufacturers. As 

funny and lively as one would expect.    £17.50 

HOUSE OF NUTTER: THE REBEL TAILOR OF SAVILE ROW 
Lance Richardson   Tommy dressed "everyone", from Bianca Jagger to the Beatles - and 

many Sandoe customers.    £25.00 

BALTIC SUMMERS, RUSSIAN WINTER: A LIFE IN WAR, REVOLUTION 
AND MUSIC 
Isabel Maxwell Scott   The life of the author's grandmother, Henriette Safonoff, a mezzo-
soprano who was born in Tsarist Russia in 1983 and lived through the displacements 

and terrors of the Revolution and WW2.    £8.99 

ROSIE: SCENES FROM A VANISHED LIFE 
Rose Tremain   An account of her childhood and teenage years from the eminent 

novelist.    £14.99 

 

HISTORICAL 
 

ARNHEM: THE BATTLE FOR THE BRIDGES, 1944 

Antony Beevor       £25.00 

HIRED: SIX MONTHS UNDERCOVER IN LOW-WAGE BRITAIN 
James Bloodworth   This should take the blinkers off the most committed consumers of 

"cheap" goods.    £12.99 

OTTOMAN EXPLORATIONS OF THE NILE 

Robert Dankoff   A translation and edited version of Evliya Çelebi's accounts.    £40.00 

THE KING AND THE CATHOLICS: THE FIGHT FOR RIGHTS, 1829 
Antonia Fraser   Who better than AF to write the story of Catholic 

Emancipation?    £25.00 

ON GRAND STRATEGY 
John Lewis Gaddis   A shot at policy makers in the US - and throughout the world - which 

might have been subtitled 'Or How To Learn From History'.    £25.00 

DAUGHTERS OF THE WINTER QUEEN: FOUR REMARKABLE SISTERS, 
THE CROWN OF BOHEMIA AND THE ENDURING LEGACY OF MARY, 
QUEEN OF SCOTS 
Nancy Goldstone   Lively and readable account of Elizabeth Stuart, sister of Charles I, 
exiled from Bohemia with her four remarkable daughters as Europe lurched into the 
Thirty Years War.    £20.00 

HOUSE OF ISLAM: A GLOBAL HISTORY 
Ed Husain   A British muslim who was once drawn to radical Islam but now advises 
governments, Husain argues here that the Muslim world need not be a stranger to the 

West, nor its enemy, but a peaceable ally.    £25.00 

PERSIAN GULF COMMAND: A HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD 
WAR IN IRAN AND IRAQ 
Ashley Jackson   Charts Allied intervention in the Middle East during WW2, and its 
continuing legacy.    £25.00 
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VICEROYS: THE CREATION OF THE BRITISH 
Christopher Lee   The story of the British aristocracy sent to govern India during the reigns 
of five British monarchs, from the author of the bestselling 'This Sceptred Isle'.    £30.00 

FRANCE: A SHORT HISTORY 
John Julius Norwich   Lord Norwich is indefatigable, and consistently 
entertaining.    £25.00 

IMPERIAL TWILIGHT: THE OPIUM WAR AND THE END OF CHINA'S 
LAST GOLDEN AGE 
Stephen R Platt   Britain's enforced opening of trade with China caused a dynasty to fall, 

with lasting implications.    £25.00 

CHERNOBYL: HISTORY OF A TRAGEDY 
Serhii Plokhy   The definitive history of the world's worst nuclear disaster, in 
1986.    £20.00 

LEFT BANK: ART, PASSION AND THE REBIRTH OF PARIS 1940–1950 
Agnès Poirier   A witty and vivid cultural history, with a cast like an ABC of the 
outstanding talents of the mid C20th. Who knew that Sartre's 700-page 'L'Etre et le 
Néant' became a bestseller because it weighed one kilo, exactly, at a time when all the 

copper weights had been melted down or vanished into the black market?    £25.00 

THE ROAD TO UNFREEDOM: RUSSIA, EUROPE, AMERICA 
Timothy Snyder   The eminent Yale historian is a vociferous and learned defender of our 
institutions, under threat as they are from C21st propaganda and agitation. A brilliant 
and disturbing analysis.    £25.00 

IN PURSUIT OF CIVILITY: MANNERS AND CIVILIZATION IN EARLY 
MODERN ENGLAND 
Keith Thomas   A new book from the author of 'Religion and the Decline of Magic' and 
'Man and the Natural World', which have both been continuously in print since their 
publication several decades ago.    £25.00 

THE IMPERIAL TEA PARTY: FAMILY, POLITICS AND BETRAYAL - THE 
ILL-FATED BRITISH AND RUSSIAN ROYAL ALLIANCE 
Frances Welch   An admirable short book comparable to her previous 'Rasputin', 'The 
Russian Court at Sea ', and 'Sydney Gibbes: Tutor to the Children of the Last 
Tsar'.    £12.99 

 

FICTION 
 

LOOK TO YOUR WIFE 
Paula Byrne   A smart, twitter-age thriller and fictional début from the author of excellent 
biographies of Kick Kennedy and Mary 'Perdita' Robinson.    £12.99 

THE MAN BETWEEN 
Charles Cumming   A bored novelist agrees to do a small job for the British intelligences 
services. This is the thin end of an ever more dangerous and convoluted wedge. Soon 
he's after a dodgy bird in Morocco, and there is hell to pay.    £14.99 

KUDOS 
Rachel Cusk   Third part of her clever and stylish trilogy that began with 'Outline', then 
'Transit'.    £16.99 

MERCURY FALLING 
Robert Edric   We have long championed RE at Sandoe's. Here he returns to the Fens 
after WW2 for another inimitable portrait of decay and corruption. Dour, but brilliant 

characterisation through quiet, laconic assembly of detail and steady rhythms.    £16.99 

HAPPINESS 
Aminatta Forna   Set in contemporary London among outsiders - an American studying 
urban foxes; a Ghanaian psychologist specialising in war trauma - this is a superb 
exploration of why terrible experience is not necessarily the same as damage. This is a 
serious but very attractive novel.    £16.99 
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ULTIMATUM 
Frank Gardner   An undercover British agent must first be got out and then back into 
Iran, to avert a catastrophe planned by renegade Revolutionary Guards.    £12.99 

BUTCHER'S DAUGHTER 
Victoria Glendinning   A disgraced young woman forcibly living in Shaftesbury Abbey is 
liberated, as well as endangered, by Henry VIII's suppression of religious 

houses.    £16.99 

TALES FROM A MASTER'S NOTEBOOK: STORIES HENRY JAMES 
NEVER WROTE 
Edited by Philip Horne   Ten short stories by a pantheon of admirers - Colm Toibin, Tessa 
Hadley, Paul Theroux et al - based on Henry James's enticing notes (which are included 

as transcripts).    £14.99 

FOREVER AND A DAY 
Anthony Horowitz   The prequel to Casino Royale: Bond's first outing as 007 is to rather 

murky French Riviera.    £18.99 

GREEKS BEARING GIFTS 
Philip Kerr   Bernie Gunther is on the trail of Nazi war criminals in Greece. And Kerr is 

much lamented.    £18.99 

TORY HEAVEN: OR THUNDER ON THE RIGHT 
Marghanita Laski   Re-issue from Persephone of a 1948 satire on a dis-united 
kingdom.    £15.00 

THE TEMPTATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Donna Leon   Brunetti is forced to consider the terrible consequences of tender heart. 
And is reading Antigone.    £18.99 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
Mario Vargas Llosa   A political thriller about Lima high society, set in the corrupt years 
of Fujimori's presidency.    £18.99 

CHICAGO 
David Mamet   Pace and brio characterise Mamet's first novel in twenty years, set in 1920s 
Chicago, the mobsters' paradise.    £20.00 

SMOKE AND ASHES 
Abir Mukherjee   A third investigation for Sam Wyndham and Surrender-not Bannerjee of 
the Calcutta police. By the author of the acclaimed 'A Rising Man' and last year's 'A 
Necessary Evil'. It even contains a large, red Hispano-Souiza, whose presence "felt as 
unnerving as discovering a shark in the Serpentine".    £12.99 

MACBETH 
Jo Nesbo   Inspector Macbeth is going up the ladder... the latest in the Hogarth 
Shakespear re-tellings.    £20.00 

WARLIGHT 
Michael Ondaatje   In his first novel for a few years, MO plunges his adolescent 
protagonists into a strange, crepuscular cast in London in the immediate aftermath of 

WW2.    £16.99 

SHOUT IN THE RUINS 
Kevin Powers   Set in the American Civil War, a follow-up to his scorching Iraq novel, 
'The Yellow Birds'.    £16.99 

THE OVERSTORY 
Richard Powers   Interlocking stories about the world from pre-war New York to the late 
C20th. Surprising, operatic, arboreal.    £18.99 

THE ITALIAN TEACHER 
Tom Rachman   The son of a lionised painter struggles to emerge from his father's vast 
shadow to make it in the art world himself. Richly imagined and well told.    £16.99 
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ALL THE LIVES WE NEVER LIVED 
Anuradha Roy   "In my childhood, I was known as the boy whose mother had run off 
with an Englishman". A new novel by one of India's finest writers.    £16.99 

PAINTER TO THE KING 
Amy Sackville   An impressionistic imagining of Velazquez and his relationship with 
Philip IV; art and artifice at the Spanish court, private and public faces, turned into finely 

wrought tableaux by an acclaimed novelist.    £12.99 

ALL THE BEAUTIFUL LIES 
Peter Swanson   A very young stepmother and an apparent suicide resolve into obsession 
and murder. Another murky psychological thriller from the author of 'The Kind Worth 
Killing'.    £12.99 

LAST STORIES 
William Trevor   A final collection made up of ten lucent short stories.    £14.99 

THE SHAPE OF THE RUINS 
Juan Gabriel Vasquez   Two political assassinations lie at the centre of this substantial 
novel by the author of the excellent 'Sound of Things Falling'.    £20.00 

THE MADONNA OF THE MOUNTAINS 
Elise Valmorbida   Novel set in the Veneto in the decades following the Great War: love 
in the time of Fascism.    £14.99 

GHOSTS OF THE PAST 
Marco Vichi   A 6th outing for the disillusioned Florentine Inspector Bordelli, traipsing 
about a grand villa in Fiesole in pursuit of a murderer.    £18.99 

THE LIBRARIAN 
Salley Vickers   A young, likeable, Daisy-Milleresque young woman takes on a job as 
librarian in a small provincial town in 1950's England. Vickers has a delightfully 

subversive streak and is an unwavering champion of the flawed.    £16.99 

THE FEMALE PERSUASION 

Meg Wolitzer       £14.99 

 

POETRY, IDEAS & CULTURE 
 

LUCK IS THE HOOK 
Imtiaz Dharker   New collection from this fine poet, who experiences her own 
displacement and multiple identities with exuberance rather than sorrow. Illustrated with 
her own line drawings.    £12.00 

THE POEM: LYRIC, SIGN, METRE 
Don Paterson   The art of poetry, by a great poet.    £20.00 

THE BLIND SPOT: : AN ESSAY ON THE NOVEL 
Javier Cercas   "If forced to choose between search for truth and finding it, I would 
choose the search": G E Lessing, and Cercas' epigraph for this short but well-expressed 

paean to ambiguity and equivocation in the novel.    £14.99 

NO TIME TO SPARE: THINKING ABOUT WHAT MATTERS 
Ursula Le Guin   Clear-eyed collection of essays from the late and great Le 

Guin.    £17.50 

SEE WHAT CAN BE DONE: ESSAYS, CRITICISM AND COMMENTARY 
Lorrie Moore       £20.00 

DON'T SAVE ANYTHING: UNCOLLECTED ESSAYS, ARTICLES AND 
PROFILES 
James Salter   Previously published magazine pieces, but never collected before that range 
from Antonia Fraser to Nabokov, Han Suyin to Eisenhower. A piece on mountain 
climbing pounces on the sentence "The force of character is cumulative": this could be 

the rubric for his own fiction.    £20.00 
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SEVEN TYPES OF ATHEISM 
John Gray   A meditation on the inadequacies and contradictions of atheism, and also its 
importance.    £17.99 

ARISTOTLE'S WAY: HOW ANCIENT WISDOM CAN CHANGE YOUR 
LIFE 
Edith Hall   The pursuit of happiness retold. I want to be happy, eudaimonia, he/she/it 

reads 'Nicomachean Ethics'.    £20.00 

THE ORDER OF TIME 
Carlo Rovelli   A wander through the cosmos and the human mind by the author of 

'Seven Brief Lessons on Physics'.    £12.99 

FLÈCHE: BRIEF ENCOUNTER WITH STRAVINSKY 
Tony Scotland   An account of a meeting on a train in 1934 between the young Lennox 
Berkeley and Stravinsky. A beautiful private production from the same stable as 
Bazouker and Gradual.    £15.00 

WHAT OPERA MEANS: CATEGORIES AND CASE-STUDIES 
Christopher Wintle & Kate Hopkins   An accessible and engaging collection of essays that 
looks at opera as a branch of rhetoric.    £15.99 

ART & ARCHITECTURE 
 

BERNINI 
Edited by Andrea Bacchi & Anna Coliva   Stunning catalogue of the recent exhibition at the 
Galleria Borghese of Bernini's astonishing sculpture.    £48.00 

CHARLES I KING & COLLECTOR 
Edited by Desmond Shawe-Taylor & Per Rumberg   Catalogue to the breath-taking exhibition 
at the RA. Fascinatingly, the modern 'commonwealth' (ie public money) has been used 
to buy back one or two pieces in recent years of the staggering collection dispersed by 
the Parliamentarians after the king's execution. Memorable for its Holbein's, Raphaels, 
Hilliards, Mantegnas, Van Dycks (of course) and a brilliantly sinister portrait of Philip IV 
looking like a teddyboy with a flick knife up his sleeve.    £40.00 

MODERNISTS AND MAVERICKS: BACON, FREUD, HOCKNEY AND 
THE LONDON PAINTERS 1945-70 
Martin Gayford       £24.95 

HENRY LAMB: OUT OF THE SHADOWS 
Harry Moore-Gwyn   Catalogue to an exhibition in Salisbury, focussing on 50 works 
spanning his career. Introductory essay by Lamb's cousin, Thomas Pakenham. On the 

slim side, but well produced and very interesting.    £25.00 

PETER LANYON: CATALOGUE RAISONNÉ OF THE OIL PAINTINGS 
AND THREE DIMMENSIONAL WORKS 
Toby Treves   A magnificent and substantial book, by the small press that produced the 
fine William Nicholson catalogue raisonné a few years ago.    £150.00 

MATISSE BONNARD LONG LIVE PAINTING 
Felix Kramer   Friends for many years, their shared tastes in terms of subject - still lives, 
interiors, landscapes and female nudes - make for easy and interesting parallels. Also 
included are several photographs by Cartier Bresson and Hahnloser of the two men in 
their respective studios on the French Riviera, and sometimes in each other's. There is a 
particularly delightful one of Bonnard in the pose of an odalisque, lying on a divan 
covered with exotic textiles with a beautiful cloth hung behind him, taken chez Matisse 
in 1929.    £45.00 

LIVES OF THE SURREALISTS 
Desmond Morris   The zoologist famous for 'The Naked Ape' is also a surrealist painter, 
now aged and spilling the odd bean about his earlier life and circle.    £24.95 

PICASSO 1932 LOVE FAME TRAGEDY 
Achim Borchardt-Hume   The arbitrariness of the grouping gives a sense of Picasso's 
constant revisiting of styles quite as much as of his innovation. And of his creative 

speed, and energy.    £40.00 
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PICASSO: AN INTIMATE PORTRAIT 
Olivier Widmaier Picasso   By the grandson of Picasso and Marie-Therese Walter. Some 
illustrations.    £30.00 

ERIC RAVILIOUS SCRAPBOOKS 
Peyton Skipwith   A scrumptious peach making a pair with the 'Edward Bawden 
Scrapbooks' two years ago.    £40.00 

KYFFIN WILLIAMS THE LIGHT & THE DARK 
Rian Evans & Nicholas Sinclair   A fine overview of the late Welsh painter's work, nicely 
produced and well illustrated.    £40.00 

THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF JOAN LEIGH FERMOR 
Edited by Olivia Stewart & Ian Collins   JLF emerges from her husband Patrick's shadow as 
a talented photographer, whose work was hailed by Betjeman and Connolly. Portraits of 
friends, London in the Blitz, and an exceptional record of Greece in the first decades 
after WW2.    £25.00 

ENID MARX THE PLEASURES OF PATTERN 
Alan Powers   First ever (!) monograph on EM, the outstanding designer who failed her 
art degree and is closely associated with the Great Bardfield Bunch. Illustrated.    £40.00 

NATTER'S MUSEUM BRITANNICUM: BRITISH GEM COLLECTORS OF 
THE MID-EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
John Boardman & Julia Kagan et al   Staggering recreation of Natter's incomplete project, 
from the 'trouvaille' of papers in the Hermitage.    £55.00 

WYVERN COLLECTION: MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE SCULPTURE 
AND METALWORK 
Paul Williamson   An important private collection of outstanding European sculptures of 
the medieval period, as well as some Late Antique and Byzantine pieces.    £60.00 

DORSET 
Michael Hill, John Newman & Nikolaus Pevsner       £35.00 

SENTINELS OF THE SEA: A MISCELLANY OF LIGHTHOUSES PAST 
R G Grant   Don't we all dream of a little place by the sea...? Photographs, plans, 
elevations, but most astonishing are the sections of these architectural wonders.    £19.95 

VICTOR HORTA: THE ARCHITECT OF ART NOUVEAU 
David Dernie   Very handsome, with beautiful photographs.    £45.00 

ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE OF DECCAN INDIA 

George Michell & Helen Philon   By two veteran architectural historians.    £55.00 

WINDSOR CASTLE: 1,000 YEARS OF A ROYAL PALACE 

Dr Steven Brindle   A superb illustrated volume from the Royal Collection.    £95.00 

TRAVEL, NATURE & COOKERY 
 

WILDING: THE RETURN OF NATURE TO AN BRITISH FARM 
Isabella Tree   A decade of letting nature take over again on a 3,500 acre farm in West 

Sussex.    £20.00 

PARADISE GARDENS 
Monty Don, photographs by Derry Moore   Islamic gardens from Spain to India - ordered 
spaces for repose and contemplation, with pools, paths and fountains, reminders of 
heaven for the earth-bound.    £35.00 

SETTING THE SCENE: A MASTERCLASS IN GARDEN DESIGN 
George Carter, photographs by Marianne Majerus   Carter has won eight gold medals at 
Chelsea and has been credited with transforming a backyard into Versailles.    £50.00 

A LANDSCAPE LEGACY 
J. Brookes   It is a great shame that publication of this fine illustrated book by a great 
garden designer, one of the most influential this country has produced, takes place only a 

matter of weeks after his death.    £40.00 
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GARDENING NOTES FROM A LATE BLOOMER 
Clare Hastings, illustrated by Osbert Lancaster   Slim volume of advice and anecdote; some 
delicious OL cartoons but sadly none of Maudie Littlehampton sharpening a 

scythe.    £12.99 

EAGLE COUNTRY 
Sean Lysaght   Another in the Little Toller monograph series, this time by keen-eyed Irish 

poet. Ospreys and golden eagles in Ireland and elsewhere.    £15.00 

OUR PLACE: CAN WE SAVE BRITISH NATURE BEFORE IT IS TOO 
LATE? 
Mark Cocker   The origin of 'green' thinking, explored through six places, by the author 
of the acclaimed 'Crow Country'.    £18.99 

NOTES FROM THE CÉVENNES: HALF A LIFETIME IN PROVINCIAL 
FRANCE 
Adam Thorpe   Memoir by the francophile author of 'Ulverton', 'Silbury Hill', 

etc.    £16.99 

THE IMMEASURABLE WORLD: JOURNEYS IN DESERT PLACES 
William Atkins   Austere, strange and marvellous forays into the barest worlds, by the 

author of 'The Moor' and trumpeter of marginal landscapes.    £20.00 

SHADES OF GREEN 
John Sales   A memoir of Sales's many years as the Head of Gardens at the National 
Trust.    £25.00 

THE WOOD: THE LIFE & TIMES OF COCKSHUTT WOOD 
John Lewis-Stempel   JL-S spent four years looking after a wood in Herefordshire, before 
he made his name as a writer with 'Meadowland' and 'The Running Hare'. This is a diary 
of his last year there.    £14.99 

FIGURES IN A LANDSCAPE: PEOPLE AND PLACES 
Paul Theroux   Memoir, travel, lit crit and biographical essays by a restless mind.    £16.99 

 

COOKERY 
 

VENICE: FOUR SEASONS OF HOME COOKING 
Russell Norman   The restaurateur who produced 'Polpo' a few years ago is back with a 

new book on Venetian home cooking.    £26.00 

HOW TO EAT A PEACH 
Diana Henry   In the bath, surely?    £25.00 

IN MY KITCHEN 
Deborah Madison   Vegetarian splendour from the ex-Chez Panisse chef and found of 

Greens Restaurant in San Francisco.    £28.00 

A TABLE IN VENICE: RECIPES FROM MY HOME 
Skye McAlpine   Another delicious Venetian groaning-board.    £26.00 

FOR CHILDREN 
 

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
Kenneth Grahame, illustrated by John Burningham    A lovely hardback reissue with 
Burningham's illustrations - we could cause a riot by saying we prefer these to E H 

Shepherd's.    £14.99 

CHIRRI & CHIRRA 
Kaya Doi   Delightful tale about two girls bicycling through a gentle and amiable world, 
peopled with a baker-raccoon, a flute-playing pig, bees that drink violet tea. A Japanese 
peaceable kingdom.    £11.99 
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MY SWEET ORANGE TREE 
Jose Vasconcelos    A classic of Brazilian children's literature, about a poor boy growing up 
in Rio de Janeiro in the 1930s. Full of vitality and spirit. Ages 8 and upwards.    £10.99 

HOUSE THAT ONCE WAS 
Julie Fogliano, illustrated by Lane Smith   A story told in rhyme about two children who find 
an old house in the woods. An exploration of time and imagination, with . Ages 3-

6.    £12.99 

SKY CHASERS 
Emma Carroll   Magpie meets a young boy called Pierre Mongolfier and their adventures 

quite literally take off - balloons, spies, and Paris. Ages 7 -9.    £6.99 

THE CHINESE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES 
Ying Compestine   An ingenious reworking of 'The Emperor's New Clothes', in which the 
young Emperor tricks some greedy officials into wearing burlap sacks in the New Year's 
parade, revealing their dishonesty to all. Clever, amusing, well illustrated. Ages 4-

6.    £12.99 

ROBINSON 
Peter Sis   A dreamy mix of faltering boyhood self-belief and Robinson Crusoe, written 

and illustrated by the gloriously inventive Sís. Ages 5-7.    £12.95 

ROAD TO WATERLOO 
Ronald Welch   Another in Slightly Foxed's clothbound hardback series about the Carey 
family. (Complete sets also available.) Ages 8+    £16.00 

THE HOUSE WITH CHICKEN LEGS 
Sophie Anderson   Marinka is the granddaughter of Baba Yaga and wishes to lead her own 
life; her efforts at self-determination are complicated by their house which, like Howl's 
moving castle, is liable to up and off. Ages 8-10.    £6.99 

 

SOME OF OUR RECENT FAVOURITES 
 

CHARMED LIVES IN GREECE: GHIKA, CRAXTON, LEIGH FERMOR 
Edited by Evita Arapoglou   The beautifully-produced catalogue of a wonderful exhibition 
that has moved from Cyprus to Athens and now to the British Museum. The friendship 
of these three men lasted five decades, and is illustrated by a profusion of paintings, 
letters, photographs, etc. The labyrinthine network of their circle (Stephen Spender, Ann 
Fleming, Lucian Freud, Nikos Kazantsakis...) is a roll-call of lasting fascination. We have 
imported this from Cyprus, and believe stock may prove limited.    £30.00 

BATTLESHIP YAMATO: OF WAR, BEAUTY AND IRONY 
Jan Morris   A brief illustrated reverie about the Japanese battleship Yamato, once the 
largest and most powerful warship in the world - "the Dreadnought of Dreadnoughts". 
This noble dinosaur, unprotected from air attack and hopelessly vulnerable, went down 
with flags still flying on 7th April 1945. Morris's meditation on this "last arrow from the 

imperial quiver" delivers pathos and compassion, and admiration too.    £14.99 

THE SHELTERING SKY 
Paul Bowles   A wonderfully atmospheric tale of two lost souls wandering through the 
post-war Sahara, well worth (re)visiting. Bowles's voice is fascinatingly dispassionate, 
even as the trajectory of his characters becomes ever more implacable.    £7.99 

ZAHHAK LEGEND OF THE SERPENT KING 
Hamid Rahmanian   There is nothing new under the sun but there are moments of genius 
that catch the light. This insanely elaborate pop-up retelling of Persia's great epic, 

Ferdowsi's 'Shahnameh', is such a one.    £34.99 

FREE WOMEN, FREE MEN: SEX, GENDER, FEMINISM 
Camille Paglia   A collection of polemical essays old and new from the eminent scholar 
and feminist thinker gathered in one volume. As a dissident and a provocateur who 
often goes against the grain of the new feminist orthodoxy, CP is no stranger to 
controversy. That a number of us here of both genders have read and considered her 

views important, sane and brilliant, is a testimony to the power of her writing.    £9.99 
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DANCING BEARS: TRUE STORIES ABOUT LONGING FOR THE OLD 
DAYS 
Witold Szablowski   This gem of reportage from one of Poland's foremost journalists 
looks at how individuals - human and ursine - cope with sudden freedom. When 
Communism collapsed in Eastern Europe, many found the new-found liberty 
'problematic'. The writer talks to many individuals who, having spent their life under 

totalitarian rule, long for the good/bad old days.    £12.99 

THE SALE OF THE LATE KING'S GOODS 
Jerry Brotton   Anyone who has seen, or intends seeing, the exhibition of Charles I's art 
collection at the RA, should read this wonderful account of its formation and dispersal 
under Cromwell.    £10.99 

NO PLACE TO LAY ONE'S HEAD 
Françoise Frenkel, introduction by Patrick Modiano   FF was born a Polish Jew, studied in 
Paris and then opened a French bookshop in Berlin in the 1920s. Just weeks before the 
war she fled to Paris, and from there to Nice, Avignon, and on... an odyssey of fear until 
she managed, at her second attempt, to cross the border into Switzerland in 1943. 
Almost nothing is known about the author of this remarkable memoir beyond its pages, 
published in a tiny way in Geneva in 1945 and then lost until a copy turned up in a 
jumble sale in 2015. Her account is austere and deeply sympathetic.    £16.99 

AN ARTIST OF THE FLOATING WORLD 
Kazuo Ishiguro   This delicate, melancholy novel about a Japanese artist coming to terms 
with his past in the years following WW2 gradually supplants the dreamlike formality of 
his existence with something more sinister. A beguiling tale which prises itself open by 
degrees, told with the Nobel laureate's beautifully balanced prose.    £8.99 

 

************************ 

 

Please telephone, write, email or visit us to place orders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


