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JOHN SANDOE (BOOKS) LTD 
 

 
 

10 Blacklands Terrace, Chelsea, London SW3 2SR 
sales@johnsandoe.com        +44 20 7589 9473        www.johnsandoe.com 

 
SPRING BOOKS 2020: April to June 

Price, availability  and delivery may be affected by current circumstances. 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

 
MR ATKINSON'S RUM CONTRACT: THE STORY OF A TANGLED 
INHERITANCE 
Richard Atkinson   The author's ancestors made their fortunes through slaves and sugar. The 
fortune was lost but the letters were preserved: this is a powerful investigation of an 

Imperial past which is widely shunned.    £20.00 

OH HAPPY DAY: THOSE TIMES AND THESE TIMES 
Carmen Callil   CC is the distinguished Australian publisher who founded Virago. Her 
forebear was transported for seven years for stealing a piece of hemp, but he managed to 
prosper in Australia. He returned to England 30 years later, found CC's great-great-
grandmother, his early love, and took her back to Oz with him. Calill's delving into her 
antecedants is an extraordinary piece of research, and brings to light the lives of the 
overlooked and under-privileged.    £18.99 

THE MYSTERY OF CHARLES DICKENS 
A N Wilson   Not so much as biography as a sequence of glimpses into the life of this 
remarkable man, to see how the life gave substance and vitality to the work.    £17.99 

A GIRL'S STORY 
Annie Ernaux   Another chronicle from the author of 'The Years', now looking back on her 

girlhood: a mix of Duras and de Beauvoir.    pbk £12.99 

FALL OF A SPARROW: VIVIEN ELIOT'S LIFE AND WRITINGS 
Ann Pasternak   This biographical account of Eliot's controversial widow, and guardian of 
his flame, is presented alongside her writings. It is published by Faber and therefore 
includes much original source material.    £35.00 

I WANT YOU TO KNOW WE'RE STILL HERE: MY FAMILY, THE 
HOLOCAUST AND MY SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH 
Esther Safran Foer   Four generations, from Ukrainian shtetls via the Holocaust to influence 
in Washington DC. The author is the mother of Jonathan S F, whose first novel 'Everything 
Is Illuminated' (2002) also addressed some of this territory.    £16.99 

HOUSE OF GLASS: THE STORY AND SECRETS OF A TWENTIETH-
CENTURY JEWISH FAMILY 
Hadley Freeman   The contents of a shoebox in America led the author to discover her 
grandmmother's family, from Picasso in Paris, Dior and Chagall to a farmhouse in the 
Auvergne, Auschwitz and Long Island. Already hailed as a masterpiece, this is compelling 
reading.    £16.99 

FRANKEL: THE GREATEST RACEHORSE OF ALL TIME AND THE SPORT 
THAT MADE HIM 
Simon Cooper   Frankel won all fourteen races of his career, trained by Henry Cecil and 

ridden by Tom Queally.    £20.00 

HALDANE: THE FORGOTTEN STATESMEN WHO SHAPED MODERN 
BRITAIN 
John Campbell   Unjustly ejected from the Liberal government in 1915 as a 'German 
sympathiser', Haldane's influence on many of our institutions was great, and 

lasting.    £25.00 
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SICK SOULS, HEALTHY MINDS: HOW WILLIAM JAMES CAN SAVE YOUR 
LIFE 
John Kaag   Compelling introduction to Henry James's brother, who wrote 'The Varieties of 
Religious Experience'.    £18.99 

THE LAST FOOTMAN 
Gillies Macbain   Published late last year in Ireland. GN moved to Ireland in the 1960s with a 
bicycle and tent, hell-bent on getting into scrapes. Many of these star various crumbling 

Anglo-Irish piles. Funny, scurrilous.    pbk £18.00 

THE LIFE & TIMES OF MALCOLM MCLAREN: THE BIOGRAPHY 
Paul Gorman   He started in the World's End shop with Vivienne Westwood; then along 

came the Sex Pistols...    £30.00 

THINKING AGAIN 
Jan Morris   Another slim volume of diaries to follow 'In My Mind's Eye: A Thought Diary' 
(pbk £8.99).    £16.99 

VINTAGE ROGER: LETTERS FROM THE POW YEARS 
Roger Mortimer   'Lupin's' letters to his friend Peggy Dunne, from captivity, 1940-
1944.    £16.99 

INGE'S WAR: A STORY OF FAMILY, SECRETS AND SURVIVAL UNDER 
HITLER 
Svenja O'Donnell   When the author makes an impulsive trip to Koenigsberg, her 
grandmother - after sixty years' silence on the matter - begins to tell her own wartime story. 
Deeply moving.    £16.99 

SIGNATURES: LITERARY ENCOUNTERS OF A LIFETIME 
David Pryce-Jones   A welcome addition to DPJ's superb first volume of family memoir, 'Fault 
Lines' , which was a rare window on C20th Europe.    £20.99 

THOSE WHO FORGET: ONE FAMILY'S STORY; A MEMOIR, A HISTORY, A 
WARNING 
Geraldine Schwarz   The author's German grandparents were 'Mitlaufer' - those who went 
with the flow in the Third Reich. They just wanted to forget, to bury it all under the 
wreckage... In this fascinating book, she explores what happened and what happen when 
she tried to confront it.    £20.00 

CLOTHES… AND OTHER THINGS THAT MATTER 
Alexandra Shulman   A memoir from the former Editor-in-Chief of British Vogue, her trade-
mark white stilettoes ever at the ready.    £16.99 

LOST PROPERTY: MEMOIRS AND CONFESSIONS OF A BAD BOY 
Ben Sonnenberg   A memoir of privilege and excess    pbk £14.99 

BLACK SPARTACUS: THE EPIC LIFE OF TOUSSAINT LOUVERTURE 
Sudhir Hazareesingh   The author of the wonderful 'How The French Think' (pbk £10.99) has 
written a magnificent biography of the charismatic former slave who became a 
revolutionary leader in Haiti. After proclaiming the world's first independent black republic, 
he ended his days in a French prison.    £25.00 

RATLINE: LOVE, LIES AND JUSTICE ON THE TRAIL OF A NAZI 
FUGITIVE 
Philippe Sands   The author of 'East West Street' examines the life of Otto von Wachter, the 
SS Governor of Galicia, who was indicted for mass murder in 1945 but went to ground in 
the Austrian Alps for 3 years before dying suddenly in 1949.    £20.00 

HISTORICAL 
 

LEV'S VIOLIN: AN ITALIAN ADVENTURE 
Helena Attlee   The marvellous Attlee takes us on the journey, through space and time, of 
one violin, whose voice "was powerful enough to unbuckle joints". Cremona, Russia, 
Venice, Alpine forests... (Her last book, 'The Land Where Lemons Grow', about Italy and 

its citrus fruit, is a great favourite of ours and deservedly a best-seller.)    £20.00 

AMBASSADORS: THINKING ABOUT DIPLOMACY FROM RICHELIEU TO 
KISSINGER 
Robert Cooper   RC is a distinguished British diplomat (and author). In this incisive historical 
analysis, he considers where problems, personalities and ideas meet.    £25.00 



3 

 

A SHORT HISTORY OF RUSSIA: FROM THE PAGANS TO PUTIN 
Mark Galeotti   A whistle-stop tour, from Ivan to Putin, by one of the world's foremost 

Russia-watchers.    £12.99 

MUSSOLINI'S WAR: FASCIST ITALY FROM TRIUMPH TO COLLAPSE, 1935-
1943 
John Gooch   From the invasion of Abyssinia to Mussolini's arrest.    £30.00 

BREAD WINNER: AN INTIMATE HISTORY OF THE VICTORIAN 
ECONOMY 
Emma Griffin   Draws on over 600 working-class autobiographies to understand the lives 
and finances of Victorian Britain.    £20.00 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME BEGINS: THE SCHOOL SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
1930-1980 
Ysenda Maxtone Graham   Through numerous interviews, the author of the bestselling 'Terms 
& Conditions' looks a mid-C20th Britain through the prism of summer holidays.    £18.99 

SECRET ALLIANCES: SPECIAL OPERATIONS AND INTELLIGENCE IN 
NORWAY 1940-1945 
Tony Insall   Uses the detailed reports produced by intelligence agents in Norway to create a 
new portrait of Anglo-Norwegian WWII cooperation.    £25.00 

KINGS OF SHANGHAI 
Jon Kaufman   This epic tale of the Sassoons and the Kadoories im 1930s Shanghai is like 
'Dynasty' transferred from Texas to the global stage of China-Baghdad-London in the 
1930s.    £20.00 

MISTRESSES: SEX AND SCANDAL AT THE COURT OF CHARLES II 
Linda Porter   John Evelyn said that he was "addicted to women"; plainly the charms of the 
merry Monarch were also highly seductive. Not much self-isolation there.    £20.00 

CHILDREN OF ASH AND ELM: A HISTORY OF THE VIKINGS 
Neil Price   A magnificent account of how the Vikings saw themselves, including also the 
Viking diaspora, from Vinland to Uzbekistan, and also the role of slavery in Viking life and 

trade that was glossed over in the BM exhibition a few years ago.    £30.00 

THE HABSBURGS: THE RISE AND FALL OF A WORLD POWER 
Martyn Rady   Examines the reasons for the family's extraordinary endurance. (They took it 

all on the chin perhaps?)    £30.00 

THE INVENTION OF SURGERY 
David Schneider   A history of modern medicine from the Renaissance to the implant 

revolution, from a senior US surgeon.    £25.00 

GERMANY: A NATION IN ITS TIME: BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER 
NATIONALISM, 1500-2000 
Helmut Walser Smith   From the Thirty Years War to Angela Merkel.    £30.00 

SONS OF THE WAVES: THE COMMON SEAMAN IN THE HEROIC AGE OF 
SAIL 
Stephen Taylor   ST is a fine maritime historian, and he has looked through an ocean of 
unpublished records.    £20.00 

LONDON'S NEW SCENE - ART AND CULTURE IN THE 1960S 
Lisa Tickner   Kaleidoscopic account of the optimistic and exuberant decade that saw 

London thrive.    £35.00 

MISSION FRANCE: THE TRUE HISTORY OF THE WOMEN OF SOE 
Kate Vigurs   SOE sent more than 400 agents into France of whom 39 were women. Vigurs 

traces them all here, not just the well known ones, and sets them in their context.    £20.00 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

SYSTEM: WHO OWNS THE INTERNET, AND HOW IT OWNS US 
James Ball   The wires are owned by individuals, corporations and states: an invention once 

hailed as a democratising force has concentrated power in places it already existed.    £20.00 

SLOWDOWN: THE END OF THE GREAT ACCELERATION 
Danny Dorling   ...and why it's good for the planet, the economy and our lives. We may even 
have time to read it. Prof Dorling is a specialist in demography at Oxford and knows his 
onions.    £18.99 
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SURVIVING AUTOCRACY 
Masha Gessen   Suggests ways to combat the damage to liberal democracy, the media, the 

justice system, etc.    £12.00 

FEEDING BRITAIN: OUR FOOD PROBLEMS AND HOW TO FIX THEM 
Tim Lang   The politics of food, post-Brexit. Covid-19 has added a dreadful urgency to 
Lang's thesis.    £25.00 

BLOWOUT: CORRUPTED DEMOCRACY, ROGUE STATE RUSSIA, AND 
THE RICHEST, MOST DESTRUCTIVE INDUSTRY ON EARTH 
Rachel Maddow   A staggering book about how the global oil industry has poluted not just the 
earth but also democracy.    £20.00 

THE ANCIENT WORLD 
 

THEBES: THE FORGOTTEN CITY OF ANCIENT GREECE 
Paul Cartledge   A fine, close study of a city continuously inhabited for five thousand years, 
by an expert academic.    £25.00 

JOSEF KOUDELKA: RUINS 
Josef Koudelka   The beauty of the ancient world through the eyes of the great Czech 
photographer who, between 1991 and 2015, travelled to 20 Mediterranean countries and 
photographed over 200 Greek and Roman sites.    £55.00 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLES OF THE ANCIENT WORLD 
Philip Matyszak   Akkadians to Zoroastrians: a wonderful illustrated introduction to ancient 
peoples.    £24.95 

MESOPOTAMIA - CIVILIZATION BEGINS 
Ariane Thomas   Exhibitions and museums may have been closed but the catalogues have 
been published. Here is a superb one from the Met, covering the rise of the first cities 
around 3500 BC, through the empires of Nineveh and Babylon, to around 100 
AD.    £50.00 

WORLD BENEATH THE SANDS: ADVENTURERS AND ARCHAEOLOGISTS 
IN THE GOLDEN AGE OF EGYPTOLOGY 
Toby Wilkinson   A zesty account of archaeological wizardry, from Champollion's 
decipherment of hieroglyphics in 1822 to the discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb by Howard 

Carter and Lord Carnarvon.    £25.00 

FICTION 
 

ALLIGATOR AND OTHER STORIES 
Dima Alzayat   Nine stories make up this collection by a new author already festooned with 

prizes. Nuanced explorations of displacement and otherness.    £12.99 

MALICROIX 
Henri Bosco   An early C19th French classic, in which the terms of a young man's unexpected 
inheritance of a house in the Camargue require that he self-isolate for 3 months...    pbk 
£14.99 

FAIR WARNING 
Michael Connelly   The veteran reporter finds himself accused of murder.    £20.00 

THE GOLDEN RULE 

Amanda Craig   Two embittered women plot murder on a train...    £16.99 

EXCITING TIMES 
Naoise Dolan   A sharp, Sally Rooney-ish debut about an Irish girl torn between two lovers in 
Hong Kong.    £14.99 

LOVE 
Roddy Doyle   Doyle's perception of the heart is at its keenest here. Confusion, secrets , 
memory and reconciliation between two old friends, sinking pints together one summer's 
evening in Dublin.    £18.99 

THE GROUP 
Lara Feigel   Absorbing first novel about a group of female friends turning forty - their 

marriages, children, relationships... Mary McCarthy reconfigured for MeToo?    £16.99 
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THE LYING LIFE OF ADULTS 
Elena Ferrante   This new novel from the author of The Neapolitan Quartet is also set in 

Naples, and was superbly reviewed in Italy.    £20.00 

PEACE TALKS 
Tim Finch   Edvard Behrends is a senior diplomat, spending time in a hotel in the Tyrol 
while slowly pushing on with delicate negotiations. A long look at a certain kind of solitude, 
love and loss.    £16.99 

SORRY FOR YOUR TROUBLE 
Richard Ford   A new collection of rueful, elegiac, brilliant short stories    £16.99 

WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO SURVIVE OUR TIME 

AL Kennedy   Short stories    £16.99 

DARKE MATTER: A NOVEL 

Rick Gekoski   A sequel to 'Darke' from the distinguished book dealer... Sad, funny.    £16.99 

CLEANNESS 
Garth Greenwell   Expands on the world of his acclaimed debut 'What Belongs to 

You'.    £14.99 

A LOVER'S DISCOURSE 
Xiaolu Guo   A Chinese woman comes to make a new life for herself in London. This is a 

love story told by fragments of conversation. Guo is a superb writer.    £14.99 

THE HARPY 
Megan Hunter   A betrayal undoes a settled and apparently happy existence; the 
consequences are unknown to one but carefully considered by another. Unsettling, fierce, 
lyrical, delivered in clear, spare prose.    £14.99 

EYES OF THE RIGEL 
Roy Jacobsen   Final part of a much- applauded Norwegian trilogy set during the war. The 
earlier patrts were 'The Unseen' and 'White Shadow' (pbk £8.99 each)    £14.99 

THE MESSAGE 
Mai Jia   Dynamic historical thriller set in Japan-occupied China, by the author of 'Decoded', 
another masterpiece by that Chinese literary sensation and former intelligence 
officer.    £18.99 

NIGHTINGALE 
Marina Kemp   A contemporary novel of love and secrets set in a secluded house in the 
South of France.    £12.99 

HITLER'S PEACE 
Philip Kerr   A counterfactual thriller set during the Tehran conference in 1943. (No Bernie 
Gunther in this one.)    £20.00 

PILGRIMS 
Matthew Kneale   Set in 1289, this is a fine novel from the author of English Passengers about 
a ragtag band of pilgrims on the dangerous journey from England to Rome.    £16.99 

THE GILDED CAGE 
Camilla Lackberg   Faye appears to live a 'perfect life' in Stockholm... But she has been caught 
out and now she's in the police station?    £12.99 
 
NIGHTSHADE 
Annalena McAfee   All-consuming self-regard set in the contemporary art world: a novel of 
ambition, resentment, dangerous attractions, night walks and murderous intent.    £16.99 

TOKYO REDUX 
David Peace   Historical novel about an unsolved mystery set in Japan just after WW2, by the 
highly regarded chronicler of Tokyo.    £16.99 

GOOD CITIZENS NEED NOT FEAR 
Maria Reva   Funny, astute debut collection of short stories from a Canadian-
Ukrainian.    £14.99 
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CORAL MERCHANT: ESSENTIAL STORIES 
Joseph Roth   One of the lovely little Pushkin Press collections. A good place to start with this 

great writer, if you don't already know him.    pbk £12.00 

MY DARK VANESSA 
Kate Elizabeth Russell   A fifteen-year-old girl has a love affair with her teacher - it was love, 
wasn't it? So the protagonist thinks, looking back, when allegations surface. A compelling 
investigation of consent and our ideas of love.    £12.99 

A THEATRE FOR DREAMERS 
Polly Samson   On the Greek island of Hydra, artists and writers love, quarrel and bask. One 
is called Leonard Cohen...    £14.99 

RODHAM: WHAT IF HILARY HADN'T MARRIED BILL? 
Curtis Sittenfeld   The counterfactual is there in the title of this American drama.    £16.99 

THE LAST PROTECTOR 
Andrew Taylor   The 4th in his wonderful series, in which Oliver Cromwell's son, Richard, 
has slipped back into England from exile: the consequences could be catastrophic.    £14.99 

REDHEAD BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 
Anne Tyler   Another new novel from the beloved and prolific author who said, a few novels 
back, that she had written her last.    £14.99 

I DON'T EXPECT ANYONE TO BELIEVE ME 
Juan Pablo Villalobos   Exuberant, foul, clever novel in which 'Villalobos' is kidnapped by a 
thug who wants him to persuade the daughter of a corrupt politician to fall in love with 
him.    pbk £11.99 

THE BASS ROCK 
Evie Wyld   A modern Gothic triumph, that blends the lives of three women living, at 
different times, near the Firth of Forth in Scotland. Powerfully imagined, a deftly handled 
plot, and devastating.    £16.99 

LOCKDOWN 
Peter May   Guess what - the world is gripped by a 'flu pandemic and London is its epicentre. 
Martial law reigns in Britain and a killer is on the loose... For those who need an extra thrill 
in these chilling times.    pbk £8.99 

POETRY 
 

MAGNETIC FIELD: THE MARSDEN POEMS 
Simon Armitage   Brings together all SA's poems relating to the West Yorkshire village where 
he grew up.    £14.99 

SELECTED POETRY 
Alexander Pushkin, translated by Antony Wood   New translations, published in a Penguin 
Classic, of selections from his lyric and narrative verse.    pbk £10.99 

AFTER FAME: THE EPIGRAMS OF MARTIAL 
Sam Riviere   118 short poems bouncing playfully off Martial, from the author of '81 
Austerities' (2012) and 'Kim Kardashian's Marriage' (2015).    pbk £10.99 

PLATINUM BLONDE 
Phoebe Stuckes   Debut collection from one of the most talked-about kids on the poetry clock 
(four times winner of the Foyle Young Poets award, and several other accolades).    pbk 

£9.95 

BYRON: SELECTED POEMS 
Lord George Byron, edited by Anthony Eyre   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes 

from Mount Orleans Press.    £9.99 

JOHN DONNE: SELECTED POEMS 
John Donne, edited by Hester Styles Vickery   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes 
from Mount Orleans Press. Preface and selection by our own Hester.    £9.99 

GEORGE HERBERT: SELECTED POEMS 
George Herbert   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes from Mount Orleans 
Press.    £9.99 
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KEATS: SELECTED POEMS 
John Keats, edited by Hester Styles Vickery   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes 

from Mount Orleans Press. Preface and selection by our own Hester.    £9.99 

ANDREW MARVELL: SELECTED POEMS 
Andrew Marvell   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes from Mount Orleans 
Press.    £9.99 

SHAKESPEARE: SELECTED SONNETS 
William Shakespeare   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes from Mount Orleans 
Press.    £9.99 

SHELLEY: SELECTED POEMS 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, edited by Anthony Eyre   One of eight beautifully produced slim volumes 
from Mount Orleans Press.    £9.99 

WORDSWORTH: SELECTED POEMS 
William Wordsworth, edited by Hester Styles Vickery   One of eight beautifully produced slim 
volumes from Mount Orleans Press. Preface and selection by our own Hester.    £9.99 

MUSIC 
 

BACH'S MUSICAL UNIVERSE: THE COMPOSER AND HIS WORK 
Christoph Wolff   A companion volume to his 'Johann Sebastian Bach: The Learned Musician' 
(pbk £25), tracing Bach's evolution as a composer and looking deeply into his creative 

process.    £30.00 

ONE TWO THREE FOUR: THE BEATLES IN TIME 
Craig Brown   From the author of 'Ma'am Darling' and other hoots, a ragbag of tales and 
thoughts about the Beatles and their circle which somehow adds up to a wonderful account 
of their charisma and influence.    £20.00 

IRVING BERLIN: NEW YORK GENIUS 
James Kaplan   A biography of the multi-faceted American composer and song-writer; a new 
addition to the Yale 'Jewish Lives' series.    £16.99 

THE EIGHTH: MAHLER AND THE WORLD IN 1910 
Stephen Johnson   The stupendous and vaulting 'Symphony of a Thousand', first performed in 
Munich in 1910 to huge acclaim, and its effect on those around the composer: Berg and 
Schoenberg, Korngold, Bruno Walter, Klemperer, Stefan Zweig, Thomas Mann et 
al.    £18.99 

POULENC: A BIOGRAPHY 
Roger Nichols   RN has written good books on Debussy, Ravel and Messiaen.    £25.00 

MUSIC COMES OUT OF SILENCE: A MEMOIR 
András Schiff   A memoir by the great Hungarian pianist, addressing concerns such as 
communism and anti-Semitism alongside piano technique and musical 
interpretation.    £20.00 

INDIAN SUN: THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF RAVI SHANKAR 
Oliver Craske   The first full biography (with access to his papers given by his family) to this 
Indian cultural icon and significant C20th musician, who influenced the Beatles, Coltrane, 
Glass, Menuhin.    £20.00 

WAGNER'S PARSIFAL: THE MUSIC OF REDEMPTION 

Roger Scruton   A short book from the late philosopher and musicologist.    £20.00 

IDEAS & CULTURE 
 

THE CELESTIAL HUNTER 
Roberto Calasso   The idea that our ancestors turned from the hunted to the hunter; Calasso 
dazzles as ever; a rich evocation of the relationship of humans on the cusp of being and 
animals that were also beings - a shared universe, rather than the divided one that we 
know.    £25.00 

WHAT IS THE GRASS: WALT WHITMAN IN MY LIFE 
Mark Doty   A personal work mixing biography, criticism and memoir as one poet engages 

with the manifold accomplishments of another.    £16.99 
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MAGIC MOBILE: 35 PRE-LOADED NEW TEXT FILES 
Michael Frayn   Another brilliant sortie from the comic genius of Michael Frayn    £12.99 

SHAKESPEARE IN A DIVIDED AMERICA 
James Shapiro   Shapiro's light touch never undermines his scholarship. Who knew that 

Shakespeare could be so controversial in the C21st?    £20.00 

THE ACT OF LIVING: WHAT THE GREAT PSYCHOLOGISTS CAN TEACH 
US ABOUT SURVIVING DISCONTENT IN AN AGE OF ANXIETY 
Frank Tallis   FT, a clinical psychologist and academic, cannot have imagined the world into 
which his book will be published: his thesis remains as apposite despite our altered 
circumstances.    £18.99 

VINCENT'S BOOKS: VAN GOGH AND THE WRITERS WHO INSPIRED HIM 
Mariella Guzzoni   Van Gogh was famously driven by books - his letters to Theo allude to 

200+ authors. Here is an original study of their relation to his art.    £19.95 

VESPER FLIGHTS 
Helen Macdonald   H is for hawk-eyed: Helen MacDonald follows her sensational memoir 

with a collection of essays about the world around her.    £16.99 

FUNNY WEATHER: ART IN AN EMERGENCY 
Olivia Laing   Why art matters - excellent, pin-sharp essays from the thoughtful, articulate 

author of 'Crudo' and 'The Lonely City'.    £20.00 

ART 
 

ARTEMISIA 
Letizia Treves   The first exhibition catalogue dedicated solely to the baroness of baroque 

painting.    £35.00 

A BALTHUS NOTEBOOK 
Guy Davenport   A reprint of his 1989 book that higlights the changes in perspective on 
sexuality and nudity in art.    pbk £8.95 

VISUAL PROTEST: THE ART OF BANKSY 

Gianni Mercurio   So what happens with Banksy during lockdown?    £29.99 

AUBREY BEARDSLEY 
N\A   A sumptuous catalogue from Tate Britain, overflowing with sinuous, inky 

illustrations.    pbk £25.00 

CANOVA: IN FOUR TEMPOS 
Prince Domenico Antonio Pallavicino & Vittorio Sgarbi, photographs by Luigi Spina   Explores the 
plaster forms that the great neo-classical sculptor made before turning to marble.    £35.00 

CEZANNE: THE ROCK AND QUARRY PAINTINGS 
Edited by John Elderfield   The first publication to focus on the 27 canvases that take rock 
formations as their principal subject.    £35.00 

GAUGUIN AND THE IMPRESSIONISTS: THE ORDRUPGAARD 
COLLECTION 
Anna Ferrari   The Danish magnate's collection was due to hop across the North Sea to the 

RA this Spring.    pbk £16.95 

PHILIP GUSTON: A LIFE SPENT PAINTING 
Robert Storr   A comprehensive survey of the life and work.    £60.00 

DEREK JARMAN: PROTEST! 
Sean Kissane   An overview of the controversial, adaptable and charming Jarman's life and 
work.    £48.00 

ANGELIKA KAUFFMANN 
Bettina Baumgartel   A fine book on the first woman artist of European standing, with special 
emphasis on her impact in England where she was the first female member of the Royal 
Academy of Arts.    £35.00 

KOKOSCHKA 

Rüdiger Görner   A biography of the expressionist, translated from the German.    £20.00 
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CIRCLES AND SQUARES: THE LIVES AND ART OF THE HAMPSTEAD 
MODERNISTS 
Caroline Maclean   A portrait of the group composed of Barbara Hepworth and Ben 
Nicholson, Henry Moore, Paul Nash, Herbert Read, Gropius, Mondrian and others: how 

their lives crossed and influenced one another.    £30.00 

MAKING OF MODERN ART: SELECTED WRITINGS 
Michael Peppiatt   The distinguished Parisian flaneur and Bacon's biographer covers the 

whole gamut of modern art in these pieces.    £25.00 

GERHARD RICHTER: LIFE AND WORK 
Armin Zweite   Stunning monograph covering all 6 decades of Richter's career. AZ is a 
German art historian with books on Barnett Newman, Anselm Kiefer, Jackson Pollock et 
al.    £99.00 

HENRY SCOTT TUKE 
Cicely Robinson   His repeated portrayal of adolescent male nudes have tended to marginalise 
this painter, but this fine new book demonstrates that his artistic merit warrants a much 

broader appeal.    £30.00 

JAPAN: COURTS AND CULTURE 
Edited by Rachel Peat, introduction by HRH the Prince of Wales   A Royal Collection 

catalogue.    £49.95 

STORY OF SCOTTISH ART 
Lachlan Goudie   From Neolithic stone markings to the Glasgow School of Art and 
beyond.    £29.95 

TANTRA: ENLIGHTENMENT TO REVOLUTION 
Imma Ramos   Catalogue for a British Museum exhibition that has, alas, been obliged to 
close...    £35.00 

BIRDS: AN ANTHOLOGY 
Edited by Jacqueline Mitchell, illustrated by Eric Fitch Daglish   Delightful illustrated anthology, 
with snippets from Kathleen Jamie, Richard Jeffries, Charles Dickens, Emily Dickinson, et 

alia.    £16.99 

ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 
 

HOPETOUN: SCOTLAND'S FINEST STATELY HOME 
The Countess of Hopetoun & Polly Feversham et al   On the Forth of Forth, near Edinburgh, 
Hopetoun belongs to the Marquess of Linlithgow. A handsome book with authoritative text 
and lavish pics.    £49.95 

PHILIP JOHNSON: A VISUAL BIOGRAPHY 
Ian Volner   Superb publication from Phaidon tracing seven decades of his influence and 
innovation.    £100.00 

STEALING FROM THE SARACENS: HOW ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE 
SHAPED EUROPE 
Diana Darke   DD has written several books on the Near East: she is the perfect author for 

this intriguing topic.    £20.00 

CHRISTOPHER WREN - IN SEARCH OF EASTERN ANTIQUITY 
Vaughan Hart   And here is a prime example of the above: Hart considers Wren's interest in 

Eastern antiquity and Ottoman architecture.    £45.00 

SPLENDOR OF MARBLE: MARVELOUS SPACES BY THE WORLDS TOP 
ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS 
Karen Pearse & Massimo Ferragamo   Looks at the use of marble in interior design today. 
Extremely swish.    £59.95 

DE GOURNAY: ART ON THE WALLS: EVERLASTING BEAUTY, HAND-
PAINTED INTERIORS 
Claud Cecil Gurney   Richly illustrated book presenting the gorgeous Chinoiserie floral and 
avian wallpapers in the houses where they have been used. The author founded the 
company thirty years ago, setting up a studio in China with local artisans and 
painters.    £59.95 
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FURNITURE IN ARCHITECTURE: THE WORK OF LUKE HUGHES - ARTS 
& CRAFTS IN THE DIGITAL WORLD 
Aidan Walker, introduction by Tanya Harrod   His beautiful work is in buildings across the 
world, from Westminster Abbey to the Keystone Academy in Beijing.    £48.00 

ART AND DECORATION: BEING EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS AND 
MISCELLANIES 
Oscar Wilde   A delightful compendium of purple aestheticism.    £19.95 

PHOTOGRAPHY & FASHION 
 

HOTEL DU CAP-EDEN-ROC: A LEGEND ON THE FRENCH RIVIERA 
Alexandra Campbell, introduction by Graydon Carter   Hemingway and Fitzgerald were among 
those who made this gorgeous retreat at Cap d'Antibes famous, and it continues to attract 

luminaries today. It has magnificent botanical gardens.    £65.00 

FERNWEH 
Photographs by Teju Cole   An artful assembly of photographs of Switzerland taken over a five-

year period.  Cole is a writer, art historian and photographer.  £35.00 

LARTIGUE: THE BOY AND THE BELLE EPOQUE 
Louise Baring   Lartigue was given his first camera when he was eight. This is a carefully 
edited collection of pictures from his archive.    £28.00 

WILD WORLD 
Tessa Traeger   Superb black and white images from the last exhibition of one of the 
outstanding landscape photographers of her generation.    pbk £100.00 

SIBERIA 
Michael Turek   Enrapturing, surreal, seductive photographs of this vastness. Turek 
accompanied Sophy Roberts on many of her trips to research 'The Lost Pianos of 

Siberia'.    £40.00 

JAPANESE DRESS IN DETAIL 
Josephine Rout & Anna Jackson   Details of more than 100 pieces of exquisite clothing, from 

toe to topknot; C18th onwards.    pbk £24.95 

TUDOR TEXTILES 
Eleri Lynn   Construction, symbolism, makers and wearers: a comprehensive and 

magnificent survey.    £35.00 

GARDENS & NATURE 
 

BLOOMING FLOWERS: A SEASONAL HISTORY OF PLANTS AND PEOPLE 
Kasia Boddy   A cultural history of twelve flowers - but this is not a flimsy loveliness but full 
of fascination and bite. Radioactivity, the slave trade, global warming, that old charmer 
Henry VIII, all are there too. Proper reading matter.    £14.99 

THE ROSE: THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD'S FAVOURITE FLOWER IN 40 
ROSES 
Elliott Brent   Musk roses, noisette, ramblers, roses of the ancient world, etc. An RHS 

publication.    pbk £25.00 

DAVID AUSTIN'S ENGLISH ROSES 
David Austin & Michael Marriott   MM is senior rosarian at David Austen Roses and one of 
the world's most respected rose experts. A book on the roses that our late national treasure 
bred to combine the virtues of old roses with the robustness of some of the new. Lavishly 

illustrated and full of useful information on pedigree and propagation.    £25.00 

THE MULTIFARIOUS MR. BANKS: FROM BOTANY BAY TO KEW, THE 
NATURAL HISTORIAN WHO SHAPED THE WORLD 
Toby Musgrave   A biography of Banks by the well-known garden historian and writer, 
published by Yale. Some illustrations.    £25.00 

PLANTING THE WORLD: JOSEPH BANKS AND HIS COLLECTORS 
Jordan Goodman   Its second subtitle is "an adventurous history of botany".JG is a scientist 
and an historian of exploration (his "The Rattlesnake: A Voyage of Discovery to the Coral 

Sea" was excellent).    £25.00 
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WILD CHILD: COMING HOME TO NATURE 
Patrick Barkham   PB, as a parent and a volunteer at his local school, takes on the modern 
child's startling alienation from nature. Some may remember the controversy a few years 
ago when OUP deleted from the Oxford Junior Dictionary words such as acorn, adder, ash, 
beech, bluebell, buttercup, catkin, conker, cowslip, cygnet, dandelion, fern, hazel, heather, 
heron, ivy, kingfisher, lark, mistletoe, nectar, newt, otter, pasture and willow...    £16.99 

DEREK JARMAN: MY GARDEN'S BOUNDARIES ARE THE HORIZON 
Edited by Christopher Woodward   Delightful slim volume from the Garden Museum about the 
garden at Prospect Cottage, in the same format as their recent ones on Cedric Morris and 
Ivon Hitchens. Includes essays by Howard Sooley, Christopher Lloyd and Anna Pavord, as 
well as stills, photographs, drawings, paintings and pages from Jarman's garden book. All 
the more timely since the news in late March that, after a huge and successful effort to raise 

funds, Prospect Cottage has been saved for us all.    £15.00 

THE WELL GARDENED MIND: REDISCOVERING NATURE IN THE 
MODERN WORLD 
Sue Stuart-Smith   Case histories from a psychotherapist with a green-fingered 
spouse.    £20.00 

ENTANGLED LIFE: HOW FUNGI MAKE OUR WORLDS, CHANGE OUR 
MINDS AND SHAPE OUR FUTURE 
Merlin Sheldrake   This is an astonishing book that will change our understanding of the 
world in dizzying ways. Wohlleben's 'wood-wide web' is but a part of the phantasmogoric 
abundance of fungal life that Sheldrake junior reveals.    £20.00 

SALMON: A FISH, THE EARTH, AND THE HISTORY OF A COMMON FATE 
Mark Kurlansky   Save the salmon and save the planet; it works the other way round too. 
Kurlansky is thorough, thoughtful and fascinating.    £18.99 

THE BIRDS THEY SANG: BIRDS AND PEOPLE IN LIFE AND ART 

Stanislaw Lubienski   A small book of whimsical and delightful essays.    £12.99 

FLIGHTS OF PASSAGE: AN ILLUSTRATED NATURAL HISTORY OF BIRD 
MIGRATION 
Mike Unwin, illustrated by David Tipling   A glorious combination of photography and cutting-
edge technology - yet even while we can map migratory routes with geolocators, there is 

much still unknown. Large format.    £30.00 

TRAVEL 
 

MAGDALENA: RIVER OF DREAMS 
Wade Davis    WD won the Samuel Johnson Prize for Into the Silence. Discursive, erudite 

and observant, he turns now to the story of Colombia's mightiest river.    £25.00 

PINK LINE: THE WORLD'S QUEER FRONTIERS 
Mark Gevisser   A brilliant exploration of the complexities of the queer civil rights movement 

of the last decade.    £25.00 

ARCTIC: CULTURE AND CLIMATE 
Amber Lincoln & Jago Cooper et al   Climate, exploration, Arctic peoples, trade, material 
culture and the present - wonders to be shown, d.v., at the British Museum from late May 
this year.    £35.00 

DIARY OF A FOREIGNER IN PARIS 
Curzio Malaparte   Returning to Paris in 1947 after the war, he recorded his meetings with 
luminaries such as Cocteau and the dour Camus. He also noted his own mysterious practise 

of barking at night with the dogs.    pbk £15.99 

STEAM TRAINS TODAY: JOURNEYS ALONG BRITAIN'S HERITAGE 
RAILWAYS 
Andrew Martin   AM's last book was 'Night Trains' , in which we could luxuriate in dreams 
of the Blue Train, the Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-lits and lamp-lit dining cars... 
Now, post-Brexit, the author is confined to the world of the home-grown and noble 
Enthusiast.    £16.99 

TWO CITIES 
Cynthia Zarin   Meditations on Rome and Venice by the celebrated American poet. The 
latest in the Ekphrasis series, the small paperbacks from David Zwirner.    pbk £8.95 
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COOKERY 
 

FALASTIN: A COOKBOOK 
Sami Tamimi & Tara Wigley   A trawl of Palestinian culinary delights, both traditional and 

contemporary, from the other half of Ottolenghi.    £28.00 

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO LITERATURE AND FOOD 
Edited by Michelle Coghlan   Makes Larousse look slight. Knowledge is power. The larger the 

rolling pin..., in two formats. hbk £69.99 / pbk £19.99 

BEPPINA AND THE KITCHENS OF AREZZO: LIFE AND CULINARY 
HISTORY IN AN ANCIENT TUSCANY 
Elizabeth Romer   The Beppina of the title was the author of a bundle of hand-written recipes 
that ER, a denizen of Tuscany year-round, found at the back of an old Italian cookery 
books she picked up in a junk shop: "a microcosm of the culinary taste of the Aretine upper 
middle-class during the Belle Époque".    pbk £17.99 

BITTER HONEY: RECIPES AND STORIES FROM THE ISLAND OF 
SARDINIA 
Letitia Clark   As escapist as it is delicious...    £26.00 

GIFFORDS CIRCUS COOKBOOK: RECIPES AND STORIES FROM A 
MAGICAL CIRCUS RESTAURANT 
Nell Gifford & Ols Halas   Joyous food from the celebrated wandering circus whose 

magnificent founder, Nell, very sadly died last December.    £27.00 

EATING FOR PLEASURE, PEOPLE & PLANET 
Tom Hunt   Root and leaf: eco-chef Tom Hunt's approach to veg is like Fergus Henderson's 

to meat - eat it all! Ethical deliciousness.    £26.00 

INDIA: THE WORLD VEGETARIAN 
Roopa Gulati   Cauliflower in almond and saffron masala, paneer and apricot koftas; small 
plates, large plates, breads, relishes...The first of a a new series from Bloomsbury, catching 
the wave of vegetarianism.    £20.00 

THE ROASTING TIN AROUND THE WORLD: GLOBAL ONE DISH 
DINNERS 
Rukmini Iyer   Quick and easy, bang it into the oven... Iyer is beloved by younger, less 
confident cooks, and does what she does very well. This is her third roasting tin 
installment.    £16.99 

FOR CHILDREN 

 
ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND 
Lewis Carroll, illustrated by Chris Riddell   A new edition with illustrations by the Children's 
Laureate whose scratchy style is well-suited to the story, especially for those who don't have 

Tenniel's hookah-smoking caterpillar as the ne plus ultra of Alice illustration.    £25.00 

FLOWER POWER: THE MAGIC OF NATURE'S HEALERS 
Christine Paxmann, illustrated by Olaf Hajek   A gloriously illustrated large format book that 
introduces children to a range of plants, looking at their place in our cultures and medicine 
cabinets. Ages 7-11.    £14.99 

PETS AND THEIR FAMOUS HUMANS 
Ana Gallo, illustrated by Katherine Quinn   Dorothy Parker kept a pair of alligators in her bath 
tub; Mozart's starling inspired a concerto; Einstein told his parrot bad jokes to cheer it up. 
Funny, eccentric non-fiction about scientists, artists, writers, and musicians. Ages 6-
9.    £12.99 

THE SEEDLING THAT DIDN'T WANT TO GROW 
Britta Teckentrup   Sweet picture book about a wonky sprout who flourishes in the end, of 
course. Ages 3-5.    £10.99 

THAT'S GOOD, THAT'S BAD! 
Joan M Lexau, illustrated by Aliki   A reprint from the 60s: a small boy captivates a hungry 
tiger with his story-telling (shades of Scheherezade). Ages 3-6.    £12.99 
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MEET MONSTER: THE FIRST BIG MONSTER BOOK 
Ellen Blance & Anne Cook, illustrated by Quentin Blake   A reprint of six Monster stories, gentle 
and playful, suitable for tots to read to themselves or to their doting parents. Or vice versa. 
Lovely illustrations from the comic genius of Blake.    £15.99 

VOYAGE OF THE SPARROWHAWK 
Natasha Farrant   The lives of two children are thrown off kilter after WW1. Menaced by 
cynical aunts and orphanages, they run away to France to look for lost loved ones. Ages 8-

11.    pbk £7.99 

NIGHTSHADE 
Anthony Horowitz   The thirteenth Alex Rider book - who, unlike Harry Potter, does not age, 
but remains in a Peter-Pan-like teen-age limbo, forever blowing up bridges and saving the 
world. Ages 8-12.    £12.99 

VIPER'S DAUGHTER 
Michelle Paver   A world of myth and adventure, arctic wastes and wolves. The seventh (after 
a gap of a few years) in Paver's outstanding 'Wolf Brother' series. Like its predecessors, this 
is a novel that can be read without having read the others. Immersive, transporting. Ages 8-
12.    £12.99 

SOME OF OUR RECENT FAVOURITES 

 
A COMPANY OF SWANS 
Eva Ibbotson   One in a second trio of reprints of the adored Eva Ibbotson. A young dancer 
escapes a stifling existance in Cambridge to join a corps de ballet en route to the Manaus 
Opera House, on the banks of the Amazon.    pbk £8.99 

MADENSKY SQUARE 
Eva Ibbotson   One in a second trio of reprints of the adored Eva Ibbotson. A sadder, more 
grown-up novel than EI's others. The diaries of a dress-maker and arch-observer of her 
Viennese neighbours, who is hiding secrets of her own in the years before the First World 
War.    pbk £8.99 

MAGIC FLUTES 
Eva Ibbotson   One in a second trio of reprints of the adored Eva Ibbotson. A struggling 
opera company is hired for a single performance at an Austrian castle, but their under 

wardrobe mistress has something to hide.    pbk £8.99 

PARALLEL LIVES: FIVE VICTORIAN MARRIAGES 
Phyllis Rose   An incisive post-mortem on the state of the Victorian union, told (with a 
gossipy thrill) through the lives of five couples - Thomas Carlyle and Jane Welsh, John 
Ruskin and Effie Gray, Charles Dickens and Catherine Hogarth, John Stuart Mill and 

Harriet Taylor and George Eliot and George Henry Lewes.    pbk £10.99 

THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY 
Douglas Adams   DON'T PANIC! And console yourself that as gloomy as things seem, at 
least the Earth hasn't been demolished to make way for a new hyperspace bypass. Self-
isolation doesn't mean you can't traverse the Galaxy from your bedroom, so grab a towel 
and shove a Babel Fish in your earhole - I've heard there's a restaurant at the end of the 
universe that's still taking punters. (Douglas Adams afficionados will be thrilled to learn that 
this is the 42nd anniversary edition...)    pbk £8.99 

REBORN: EARLY DIARIES 1947-1963 
Susan Sontag   Insecure, but fiercely precocious, the young Sontag devours everything that 
culture has to offer. From early teens through to late twenties, she craves not just the thrill 

of intellectual life, but the thrill of life itself.    pbk £9.99 

 
EMULATING ANTIQUITY: RENAISSANCE BUILDINGS FROM 
BRUNELLESCHI TO MICHELANGELO 
David Hemsoll   A well-presented account that balances history with technicalities, and 
challenges Vasari's idea of a linear, step-by-step assimilation of classical ideas. Focuses on 
Florence and Rome. Illustrated.    £55.00 
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THE BLUEST EYE 
Toni Morrison   The story of a young girl growing up just before WW2: the late Morrison's 
first novel, published in 1970, still outstanding in its fiftieth anniversary year. In telling the 
'how', she makes us all consider the 'why'. Brave, unflinching, and beautifully written.    pbk 

£8.99 

And lastly two editions of Xavier de Maistre’s curious, small masterwork: 

VOYAGE AROUND MY ROOM 
Xavier de Maistre   Blaise Pascal famously said that "all of humanity's problems stem from 
man's inability to sit quietly in a room alone". In 1790 a young French aristocrat living in 
Turin was confined to a house arrest for 42 days as a punishment for his involvement in a 
duel. He dealt with his predicament by writing a wonderfully witty response to it, while 
wearing pink and white pyjamas. What ensues is a travel book unlike any other. The second 
part, written years later, 'A Nocturnal Expedition around My Room, is equally droll, learned 
and entertaining. In addition to the Voyage and Expedition, this edition also includes the 
dialogue The Leper of the City of Aosta, a preface by Xavier's better-known older brother (the 
royalist philosopher Joseph de Maistre), and an introduction by Richard Howard.    pbk 
£10.99 

A JOURNEY AROUND MY ROOM 
Xavier de Maistre   Together with  A Nocturnal Expedition around My Room only. This edition 
has a foreword by Alain de Botton.    pbk £7.99 

 

 

 

For orders from this list or for any other books please write to us, email or telephone. 

 

Note: 

Please bear in mind that Sandoe’s is subject  to changing guidelines in this time of Covid-19 

 
 

 


