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BOOKS FOR NEW YEAR 2019 
Price and availability may be subject to occasional revision 

 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

THE PIANIST OF YARMOUK 
Aeham Ahmad   Winner of the first International Beethoven Prize for Human Rights in 
2015, AA is a classically trained Syrian-Palestinian pianist. This is his memoir of his former 
life, the Syrian civil war, his eventual escape and new life in Germany.    £12.99 

LAST DAYS IN OLD EUROPE: TRIESTE '79, VIENNA '85, PRAGUE '89 
Richard Bassett   RB embraced Trieste in our Cuckoo Press piece of 2013. Here is the fully-
fledged version, with RB as hornist in the Ljubljana opera house, then as Times Foreign 
Correspondent in Vienna and Warsaw. A memoir of both ease and grit in the last decade of 
the Cold War, full of irony, subtlety and humour    £16.99 

MAX BEAVERBROOK: NOT QUITE A GENTLEMAN 
Charles Williams   Pitched as 'magisterial' - and it probably is - the subtitle makes us think of 
Daisy Ashford's Mr Salteena, who was probably a bit nicer than Beaverbrook. "This strange 
attractive gnome with an odour of genius about him" - Lady Diana Cooper's words, but 
they could have been Daisy's.    £25.00 

UNBREAKABLE 
Richard Askwith   The story of an unsung heroine, Lata Brandisova: an impoverished Czech 
aristocrat who won the Great Pardubice steeplechase in 1937 in the teeth of Nazi 
pressures.    £16.99 

FRYDERYK CHOPIN: A LIFE AND TIMES 
Alan Walker   An outstanding biography of Chopin that wears its scholarship 
lightly.    £30.00 

THE GINGER CHILD: ON FAMILY, LOSS AND ADOPTION 
Patrick Flanery   A sensitive memoir that eludes no complexity or fragility, by a very skillful 
novelist.    £14.99 

BORN TO BE POSTHUMOUS: THE ECCENTRIC LIFE AND MYSTERIOUS 
GENIUS OF EDWARD GOREY 
Mark Dery   Author, illustrator, librettist, puppet-maker, master of pseudonyms, owner of 
20,000 books and 6 cats: there is so much to say about the Awdrey-Gore legacy that all we 
shall announce is that this is a very fine biography. And that Ogdred Weary had a 
suspiciously normal and fantod-free childhood.    £18.99 

WALTER GROPIUS: VISIONARY FOUNDER OF THE BAUHAUS 
Fiona MacCarthy   A distinguished biographer has moved her gaze from C19th English art 
and design (Burne-Jones, Morris, Gill) to the transcontinental and multi-faceted life of one 
of Europe's greatest C20th architects.    £30.00 

MR FIVE PER CENT: THE MANY LIVES OF CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN, 
THE WORLD'S RICHEST MAN 
Jonathan Conlin   Ottoman, Armenian and British, with a French education and a King's 
College London degree in petroleum engineering: this is the first biography of this 
extraordinary man in over a generation. An old-fashioned millionaire (after Eartha Kitt's 
heart) with exquisite taste who managed to buy art even from Stalin.    £25.00 

file://///sandoe.local/files/JohnSandoeCode/%5bCatalogueContent%5d/Archive/2019/201901/20190115/sales@johnsandoe.com
http://www.johnsandoe.com/


2 

 

ERIC HOBSBAWM: A LIFE IN HISTORY 
Richard J Evans   A Communist in the Weimar Republic, Hobsbawm's work influenced New 
Labour in the 1980s and '90s. This account of his long life, by the great historian of the 
Third Reich, is a fascinating study of an era.    £35.00 

GUNPOWDER AND GEOMETRY: THE LIFE OF CHARLES HUTTON, PIT 
BOY, MATHEMATICIAN AND SCIENTIFIC REBEL 
Benjamin Wardhaugh   Hutton's emergence from the darkness of ten years' coal mining to the 
sunlight of public acclaim, respect and wealth is an extraordinary tale and well told by a 
Fifty Pound Fellow of All Souls.    £20.00 

GERMAN OFFICER IN OCCUPIED PARIS: THE WAR JOURNALS, 1941-1945 
Ernst Junger, translated by Thomas S. Hansen and Abby J. Hansen   The author of 'Storm of Steel' 
was a Wehrmacht captain in Paris during WW2. The detached observations of this 
controversial figure are published here for the first time in English.    £30.00 

JOYRIDE: TO A REUNION AT KARDAMYLI 
Tony Scotland   A short and delightful account of three wonderful old birds - Coote Heber 
Percy, Billa Harrod and Freda Berkeley - who set off in a car with rather taxing suspension 
for the Peloponnese in 1990, to soothe their widowhood by seeking out the warm south 
and, in particular, Patrick and Joan Leigh Fermor.    £17.50 

WHO KILLED MY FATHER 
Edouard Louis   An extended essay on his father's life - and by extension on the French 
working class - by the author of 'The End of Eddy' and 'A History of Violence'.    £10.99 

MATILDA: EMPRESS, QUEEN, WARRIOR 
Catherine Hanley   Another in Yale's excellent and scholarly series.    £20.00 

APOLOGY FOR A MURDER 
Lorenzino de Medici   An account of the murder of Alessandro de' Medici in 1537, by his 
assassin.    pbk £5.99 

THE MAN WHO WAS SATURDAY: THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF AIREY 
NEAVE 
Patrick Bishop   Follows Neave's career as a Colditz escapee, Nuremberg lawyer, Cold War 
warrior, spymaster and politician, and considers who was responsible for his assassination 
outside the House of Commons in 1979.    £20.00 

WAR DOCTOR: SURGERY ON THE FRONT LINE 
David Nott   Nott is a surgeon. Instead of going to the beach for his hols, he heads to war 
zones: Sarajevo, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Darfur, Congo, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, Gaza and Syria... 
His account of his experiences over the last 25 years is eye-opening and, as one would 
expect, humane on a grand scale.    £18.99 

NOT QUITE A DIPLOMAT: A MEMOIR 
Robin Renwick   By the retired cross-bench peer and former ambassador under both 
Thatcher and Major.    £17.99 

THE PHOTOGRAPHER AT SIXTEEN: THE DEATH AND LIFE OF A 
FIGHTER 
Georges Szirtes   GS is a poet and translator of Szabo, Krasznahorkai and Marai. Here he 
explores his own past and identity by writing about his mother, Magda, weaving backwards 
from her death, through her life in English exile, to the events of 1956 and her youth in 
Hungary. Szirtes's voice is meditative yet direct.    £14.99 

THE FACE PRESSED AGAINST A WINDOW: A MEMOIR 
Tim Waterstone   It is intriguing to read TW's account of the remarkable and influential chain 
of bookshops he established. He has always been kind about Sandoe's, describing us here as 
"tiny, quirky and magnificent".    £17.99 

HISTORY & CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 
UNRULY WATERS: HOW MOUNTAIN RIVERS AND MONSOONS HAVE 
SHAPED SOUTH ASIA'S HISTORY 
Sunil Amrith   Himalayan rivers support a fifth of the world's population, and everyone in 
the Asian subcontinent. Prof. Amrith retells historical events and stories from a 
hydrological perspective, going on to discuss present day perils, global warming and 
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beyond...    £25.00 

GREECE: BIOGRAPHY OF A MODERN NATION 
Roderick Beaton   A review of Greece's history and self-definition over the last 300 years, by 
the author of Byron's War and thrice winner of the Runciman Prize.    £30.00 

TIME SONG: SEARCHING FOR DOGGERLAND 
Julia Blackburn   An entrancing writer turns her attention to the mysterious submerged land 
that once linked Britain to Europe, teasing understanding in a very personal way from 
conversations and small finds on her walks.    £25.00 

GROUPTHINK: A STUDY IN SELF DELUSION 
Christopher Booker   By looking at how emotion becomes detached from its object to become 
a thing in itself (Charlie Hebdo, Princess Diana), Booker considers the psychology of 
crowds.    £20.00 

A SHORT HISTORY OF ENGLAND 
Dominic Caldecott   A highly articulate, intelligent and entertaining look at the history of 
England, with a somewhat idiosyncratic approach. Politics, trade, government and culture 
are Caldecott's bread and butter, and his sweep is extremely enjoyable.    £20.00 

FISTFUL OF SHELLS: WEST AFRICA FROM THE RISE OF THE SLAVE 
TRADE TO THE AGE OF REVOLUTION 
Toby Green   A remarkable new history that transforms our understanding of West Africa by 
showing the complex system of trade that existed there before the international slave trade, 
using cowrie shells as currency.    £30.00 

THREADS OF LIFE: A HISTORY OF THE WORLD THROUGH THE EYE OF 
A NEEDLE 
Clare Hunter   This fascinating and delightful book considers aspects of history through their 
relation to sewing, such as treason (Mary, Queen of Scots) and propaganda (the Bayeux 
Tapestry).    £20.00 

NO BEAST SO FIERCE: THE CHAMPAWAT TIGER AND HER HUNTER, 
THE FIRST TIGER CONSERVATIONIST 
Dane Huckelbridge   A thrilling account of the background and implications of the successful 
hunt by Jim Corbett of the tiger who claimed the lives of 436 people between 1900 and 
1907. Corbett later became famous for his crusade to save the Bengal tiger and its 
habitat.    £16.99 

THE CAESAR OF PARIS - NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, ROME, AND THE 
ARTISTIC OBSESSION THAT SHAPED AN EMPIRE 
Susan Jaques   Bony's fascination with antiquity.    £21.99 

ENGINES OF PRIVILEGE: BRITAIN'S PRIVATE SCHOOL PROBLEM 
David Kynaston & Francis Green   Privileged access to education and the democratic deficit 
that results: this old chestnut is given a thorough roasting by two highly regarded 
minds.    £20.00 

ANTISEMITISM: HERE AND NOW 
Deborah Lipstadt   In 1996 the author of 'Denying The Holocaust' was sued for libel by 
David Irving and acquitted. Her new book is a sober and lucid manual for the perplexed 
and willfully blind.    £14.99 

MAOISM: A GLOBAL HISTORY 
Julia Lovell   Mao's activities in the 1930s to the Cultural Revolution; its legacy in modern 
China and its multiple reincarnations around the world - Nepal, Peru, Tanzania and even in 
chic Paris arrondissements.    £30.00 

ARABS: A 3,000-YEAR HISTORY OF PEOPLES, TRIBES AND EMPIRES 
Tim Mackintosh-Smith   A brilliant and insightful account of Arab identity, unity and 
disunity.    £25.00 

THE MAP OF KNOWLEDGE: HOW CLASSICAL IDEAS WERE LOST AND 
FOUND: A HISTORY IN SEVEN CITIES 
Violet Moller   A fascinating study of the ideas of Euclid, Galen and Ptolemy through seven 
cities over a thousand years: Alexandria, Baghdad, Cordoba, Toledo, Salerno, Palermo, 
Venice.    £20.00 

THE SECRET CIVIL SERVANT: THE INSIDE STORY OF BREXIT, 
GOVERNMENT F**K-UPS, AND HOW WE TRY TO FIX THINGS 
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Anonymous   If this is any good, it will be easy to see why it is anonymous. Ditto if it's 
bad.    £20.00 

THE ROYAL SOCIETY AND THE INVENTION OF MODERN SCIENCE 
Adrian Tinniswood   An illuminating account of why The Royal Society of London for 
Improving Natural Knowledge has been such a pivotal institution in the cultural life of 
Britain and the world.    £18.99 

ENERGY AT THE END OF THE WORLD: AN ORKNEY ISLANDS SAGA 
Laura Watts   How Orcadian technological innovations over the last decades - a smart grid, 
micro-turbines, hydrogen fuel, marine power etc - are leading the way for low-carbon 
expertise while generating surplus energy.    £27.00 

LOTHARINGIA: A PERSONAL HISTORY OF EUROPE'S LOST COUNTRY 
Simon Winder   The author of Danubia and Germania continues his personal and 
entertaining exploration of Europe with this study of the borderlands between France and 
Germany.    £20.00 

AMRITSAR 1919: AN EMPIRE OF FEAR AND THE MAKING OF A 
MASSACRE 
Kim Wagner   The fullest account yet of the event that began the unravelling of the 
Empire.    £20.00 

FICTION 

 
OMER PASHA LATAS, MARSHALL TO THE SULTAN 
Ivo Andric   The first English translation of this novel, set in 1850s Sarajevo, with its 
complex overlappings of three religions. From the author of 'The Bridge over the 
Drina'.    £9.99 

THE RUNAWAYS 
Fatima Bhutto   The lives of three young people in Karachi and England. Bhutto is a 
powerful, thoughtful writer.    £14.99 

LOVE WITHOUT END: A STORY OF HELOISE AND ABELARD 
Melvyn Bragg   The classic love story, retold for our times.    £18.99 

THE HANDSOME MONK AND OTHER STORIES 
Tsering Dondrup   This contemporary author writes about the nomadic world of his native 
north-western Tibet.    pbk £14.99 

LOVE IN NO MAN'S LAND 
Duo Ji Zhuo Ga   Extraordinarily, a second work of Tibetan fiction in one catalogue - in a 
year, in a decade. The life of man who, as a child, helped hide a precious treasure in the 
Cultural Revolution.    £20.00 

THE PARADE 
Dave Eggers   A new novel by the author of The Circle: an armistice, a new road and the 
difficulty of good deeds.    £14.99 

DEVIATION 
Luce D'Eramo, translated by Anne Milano Appel   The famous autobiographical novel by an 
Italian critic and writer that looks back on her fascist upbringing, her gradual revulsion for it 
that culminated in a spell in Dachau, from which she escaped, only to be paralysed from the 
waist down (aged nineteen) when trying to dig survivors from rubble in the bombing of 
Mainz.    £20.00 

THE NARROW LAND 
Christine Dwyer Hickey   Cape Cod, 1950: a family holiday is disrupted by the presence of 
Edward Hopper and Jo, his wife. By a very accomplished Irish writer.    £14.99 

DREAM SEQUENCE 
Adam Foulds   A novel about psychological damage, stalking, and the perils of celebrity, 
from the author of the Booker-shortlisted 'The Quickening Maze' (2009), a fine novel about 
John Clare.    £14.99 

 
 
VOICES IN THE EVENING 
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Natalia Ginzburg   A reissue of one of Ginzburg's finest novels.    pbk £9.99 

LATE IN THE DAY 
Tessa Hadley   An exploration of the intricate effects of a death on two marriages. Hadley is 
well worth reading if you're not already a devotee.    £16.99 

MEMORIES OF THE FUTURE 
Siri Hustvedt   An ingenious novel about her earlier self, a young woman from Minnesota 
just arrived in New York, bursting with curiosity and a hunger for life. Funny and 
provocative.    £18.99 

SÉROTONINE 
Michel Houellebecq   A brilliant and predictably devastating novel from an author described by 
a colleague as 'a human cigarette'. NB This is the French language edition for those who 
can't face waiting until next September for the English translation.    pbk £20.00 

THE SNAKES 
Sadie Jones   Family secrets and tragedy in France, from the author of 'The 
Outcasts'.    £14.99 

THE WALL 
John Lanchester   A powerful dystopian view of Britain following a rise in sea levels, from the 
author of 'Capital'.    £14.99 

VICTORY 
James Lasdun   Two dramatic novellas from a very fine author, in which the present is 
haunted by events from the past: in the first, the reappearance of an old lover; in the 
second, an accusation of a long-ago sexual assault.    £14.99 

UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN 
Donna Leon   Inspector Brunetti must deal with some exceedingly un-Christmassy 
behaviour.    £20.00 

WHERE REASONS END 
Yiyun Li   An autobiographical novel about the loss of an adolescent child, by the author of 
'The Vagrants' and 'Kinder than Solitude'.    £12.99 

ONCE AND FOREVER 
Kenji Miyazawa   KM (1896-1933) was a Japanese cellist, utopian and poet who has achieved 
posthumous fame for his many tales that drift between the day-to-day and the 
supernatural.    £9.99 

AN ORCHESTRA OF MINORITIES 
Chigozie Obioma   A much anticipated second novel from the author of the Booker-
shortlisted 'The Fishermen', with a contemporary twist on the idea of Odysseus's 
wanderings.    £14.99 

THE FREEDOM ARTIST 
Ben Okri   A new novel from a visionary writer with a Kafkaesque take on our post-truth 
world.    £14.99 

THE CASE OF MISS ELLIOTT: THE TEAHOUSE DETECTIVE 
Baroness Orczy   More from the waspish problems solver    pbk £8.99 

THE OLD MAN IN THE CORNER: THE TEAHOUSE DETECTIVE 
Baroness Orczy   A waspish problem-solver to rival Holmes.    pbk £8.99 

THE REDEEMED 
Tim Pears   The much anticipated third novel in Pears's remarkable 'West Country 
Trilogy'.    £16.99 

LANNY 
Max Porter   The author's first novel 'Grief Is the Thing with Feathers' was an astonishing 
triumph, for all its strangeness. This follow-up is strange too, but marvellously, brilliantly so: 
it tells the story of an odd boy growing up in an English village. Shades of 'Under Milk 
Wood' and 'Lincoln in the Bardo'.    £12.99 

 
 
THE AGE OF LIGHT 
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Whitney Scharer   The passion of Lee Miller and Man Ray, Paris and parties. Escapist stuff for 
sofa-dwellers.    £12.99 

ADÈLE 
Leila Slimani   A story of compulsion and desire by the author of 'Lullaby', the chilling 
winner of last year's Prix Goncourt.    pbk £12.99 

BEFORE SHE KNEW HIM 
Peter Swanson   Nasty domestic thriller set in Massachusetts by a reliably disturbing 
author.    £12.99 

KATALIN STREET 
Magda Szabo   Follows the fortunes of three families in pre-war Budapest, through the 
German occupation, and then the postwar regime. A powerful novel from the author of 
The Door, one of our hardy perennials.    pbk £12.99 

TURBULENCE 
David Szalay   A new sequence of stories from the author of the Booker-shortlisted 'All That 
Man Is'.    £9.99 

THE ORDER OF THE DAY 

Eric Vuillard   This dazzling novel (and last year's winner of the Prix Goncourt) consists of 
vignettes of meetings in the Corridors of Power that led to the slide into war in 1939: 
German industrialists with Hitler; the Austrian Chancellor outmanoueuvred at the Berghof; 
Churchill and Chamberlain delayed at lunch by Ribbentrop as German tanks rolled over the 
border into Austria. Breathtaking for all its slimness.    £12.99 

POETRY, LITERATURE & IDEAS 

 
KINGDOMLAND 
Rachael Allen   Debut collection from a former Faber New Poet and poetry editor at 
Granta.    pbk £10.99 

VERTIGO & GHOST 
Fiona Benson   FB's second collection is a dizzying mix of unforgiving Greek myth and subtle 
observation.    £10.00 

THE BUILT MOMENT 
Lavinia Greenlaw   A new collection by the author of the 'In the City of Love's Sleep' (see 
Favourites).    £14.99 

SEASON SONGS 
Ted Hughes   For Hughes's 90th birthday, five hardback editions of his nature 
poetry.    £10.00 

COLLECTED POEMS 
Marius Kociejowski   MK is a poet, essayist, travel writer, legendary bookseller and wearer of 
extremely fine hats.    pbk £12.99 

RUSLAN AND LUDMILA 
Alexander Pushkin, translated by D M Thomas   This translation of Pushkin's epic magical-
realist poem is DMT's fifth foray into Russian poetry.    £12.99 

THE IRON WOLF: COLLECTED ANIMAL POEMS VOL 1 
Ted Hughes       £10.00 

WHAT IS THE TRUTH?: COLLECTED ANIMAL POEMS VOL 2 
Ted Hughes       £10.00 

THOUGHT FOX: COLLECTED ANIMAL POEMS VOL 4 
Ted Hughes       £10.00 

MARCH CALF: COLLECTED ANIMAL POEMS VOL 3 
Ted Hughes       £10.00 

 
 
 
SOMETHING BRIGHT, THEN HOLES 
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Maggie Nelson   MN's poetry published for the first time in this country after the stunning 
success of her slippery, queer memoir 'The Argonauts' in 2015 and last year's 'Bluets'.    pbk 
£8.99 

POEMS OF PARIS 
Edited by Emily Fragos   New Everyman anthology includes Ronsard, Villon, Baudelaire, 
Mallarmé, Verlaine, Apollinaire, Eluard, Desnos and Prévert, as well as foreign poets such 
as Wilde, Rilke, Ferlinghetti, Stein and Mandelstam.    £10.99 

A MOUTH FULL OF BLOOD: ESSAYS, SPEECHES AND MEDITATIONS 
Toni Morrison   Includes her Nobel lecture.    £20.00 

THE DESTINY THIEF: ESSAYS ON WRITERS, WRITERS AND LIFE 
Richard Russo   Nine essays by the Pulitzer Prize winner.    £18.99 

THE RITE OF SPRING: THE MUSIC OF MODERNITY 

Gillian Moore   The life of Stravinsky's masterpiece, from the near-riot it provoked on its first 
performance in Paris in 1913 to its rippling influence on the likes of Charlie Parker and 
Frank Zappa.    £18.99 

ART, ARCHITECTURE DECORATIVE ARTS 

 
PIERRE BONNARD: THE COLOUR OF MEMORY 
Edited by Matthew Gale   From the exhibition at the Tate. This accompanying book focuses 
on Bonnard's work from 1912-47, presenting both landscapes and intimate domestic 
scenes.    £35.00 

PIERRE BONNARD: THE COLOUR OF MEMORY 
Edited by Matthew Gale   From the exhibition at the Tate. This accompanying book focuses 
on Bonnard's work from 1912-47, presenting both landscapes and intimate domestic 
scenes.    pbk £25.00 

IDOLS: THE POWER OF IMAGES 
Annie Caubet   Gorgeous, desirable anthropomorphic figures from the Oxus, Indus, 
Anatolia, Iberia, Cyclades etc. Each one is beautifully pictured, with a scholarly description. 
Most of the artefacts belong to private collections.    £50.00 

THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH: THE PORTRAITS, FANCY PICTURES AND 
COPIES AFTER OLD MASTERS 
Hugh Belsey   Superb two-volume catalogue raisonné.    £150.00 

NICHOLAS HILLIARD: LIFE OF AN ARTIST 
Elizabeth Goldring   Published to mark the 400th anniversary of his death, this superb 
illustrated biography sets him within the political, social and cultural worlds of his age both 
among the Tudors and elsewhere in Europe.    £40.00 

ELIZABETHAN TREASURES: MINIATURES BY HILLIARD AND OLIVER 
Catharine MacLeod   Accompanies the exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery.    £35.00 

'THE MOST BEAUTIFUL PASTEL EVER SEEN': THE CHOCOLATE GIRL 
BY JEAN-ETIENNE LIOTARD 
Edited by Stephan Koja & Roland Enke   A richly illustrated book that both explains the art of 
painting in pastels and also offers an overview of the incomparable Swiss artist.    £32.00 

THE EXISTENTIAL ENGLISHMAN: PARIS AMONG THE ARTISTS 
Michael Peppiatt   A love letter to Paris and a memoir of a life spent at its bohemian heart, 
from the author of books on Francis Bacon and Giacometti.    £25.00 

HARALD SOHLBERG: INFINITE LANDSCAPES 
Nationalmuseet Oslo   Ravishing, mysterious paintings by the Norwegian painter (1869-1935). 
Catalogue of the show in Oslo that is transferring to Dulwich Picture Gallery. A master of 
half-lights, after-glows and the domestic.    £36.00 

CLIFFORD WEBB: ILLUSTRATOR AND WOOD ENGRAVER 
Simon Brett   The first book about the illustrator and wood engraver, by another 
engraver.    pbk £30.00 

TEXTILES OF JAPAN: THE THOMAS MURRAY COLLECTION 
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Thomas Murray & Virginia Soenksen   A fabulous range of textiles from shamanistic appliqué 
to workers' clothes and household goods as well as ravishing kimonos. A stunning book 
and generous at the price.    £65.00 

ROBERT ADAM AND HIS BROTHERS: NEW LIGHT ON BRITAIN'S 
LEADING ARCHITECTURAL FAMILY 
Edited by Thom Colin    Essays based on a symposium at The Georgian Group in 2015. 
Handsomely illustrated, it looks at many aspects of the Adam brothers' oeuvre, such as 
interior planning, their use of colour and classical sources, their involvement in the art 
market, town planning and building speculation.    £60.00 

ANTHROPOCENE 
Edward Burtynsky, Jennifer Baichwal & Nick de Pencier   Burtinsky is famous for his huge and 
sumptuously detailed photographs of industrialisation. Here he turns his eye to the human 
destruction of the earth on a geological scale. Engrossing and unnerving.    £75.00 

MONUMENTAL JOURNEY - THE DAGUERREOTYPES OF GIRAULT DE 
PRANGEY 

Stephen C. Pinson & Sylvie Aubenas et al   In 1842 a young French artist and historian set out 
on a 3-year journey round the Middle East, returning with over 1000 daguerreotypes, which 
include the earliest surviving photographs of Greece, Egypt, Turkey, Lebanon and Syria. 
Some 120 are reproduced in this catalogue to an exhibition at the Met.    £35.00 

GARDENS & NATURE 

 
JAPANESE GARDENS: A JOURNEY 
Monty Don, photographs by Derry Moore   The combination of author and photographer 
promise much - their last book, 'Paradise Gardens', was wonderful. Due late March, plumb 
cherry blossom season.    £35.00 

STILL WATER: THE DEEP LIFE OF THE POND 
John Lewis-Stempel   The author of 'Meadowland' and 'The Running Hare' peers into the 
reedy depths of a vanishing habitat.    £14.99 

COPSFORD 
Walter J. C. Murray, introduction by Raynor Winn   Out of print since the 1940s, this is the story 
of a gruelling but rewarding life in Sussex, beginning in a ruined house not without its 
hauntings. Bears comparison with Richard Jefferies and Thoreau.    pbk £12.00 

MOSS 
Ulrica Nordstroem   Mosses and moss gardens around the world, from miniature terrariums 
and 'kokedama' to great boulders and forests. For those who believe rolling stones are 
seriously missing out.    £14.99 

THE WELL GARDENED MIND 
Sue Stuart-Smith   Combining neuroscience and psychoanalysis, the psychotherapist author is 
further qualified to write this book being married to Tom Stuart-Smith, the garden designer 
and winner of umpteen awards at Chelsea and elsewhere.    £20.00 

FOR CHILDREN 
 

HAROLD SNIPPERPOT'S BEST DISASTER EVER 
Beatrice Alemagna   Harold's turning seven and he WILL have a party - his first one, and it 
turns out to be unforgettable, as a cavalcade of animals disrupts his ordered life, eating the 
chandelier, trying on his mother's pearls, breaking the crockery... Will triumph be snatched 
from the cake-filled jaws of catastrophe? Ages 3-7.    £12.95 

WHEN WE WERE WARRIORS 
Emma Carroll   A new collection of short stories about children around the world in WW2, 
by an accomplished author of historical fiction for children whose books include 'Letters 
from the Lighthouse' and 'Secrets of a Sun King'. Ages 8-10.    pbk £6.99 

THE SILVER SKATES 
Mary Mapes Dodge   First published in New York in 1865 and influenced by the author's 
Dutch immigrant neighbours, this is the story of Hans Brinker and his sister Gretel, two 
impoverished children growing up in Holland. Who has never dreamt of skating for miles 
on frozen canals? And racing to win?    pbk £7.99 

ANN AT HIGHWOOD HALL 
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Robert Graves, illustrated by Edward Ardizzone   Delicious reprint of the 1964 original. Slim, 
witty, fun. Seven poems for 7-year-olds and above.    £12.99 

P IS FOR PTERODACTYL: THE WORST ALPHABET BOOK EVER 
Raj Haldar & Chris Carpenter, illustrated by Maria Beddia   A is for absurd, clearly, only that is 
too straightforward. Expect clouds of gnats, knots and homophonic extravagances. Ages - 
rather hard to say as some might say that the book will undo years of patient spelling bees, 
but how about 4+?    £13.99 

SINDBAD THE SAILOR & OTHER STORIES FROM THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 
Laurence Housman, illustrated by Edmund Dulac, introduction by Marina Warner   Includes Aladdin, 
The Three Calendars and The Sleeper Awakened. Beautifully written in what Warner calls 
the "dialect of enchantment", enrapturingly recondite and an exquisite match for Dulac's 
thrilling and fantastical illustrations. Ages 8-12 and everyone older too.    £30.00 

THE HUG 
Eoin McLaughlin, illustrated by Polly Dunbar   The joyous encounter of two unembraceable 
creatures, a hedgehog and a tortoise, told from both points of view and from both ends of 
the book. Small, sweet and admirably silly.    £6.99 

THE TALES OF BEEDLE THE BARD 
J K Rowling, illustrated by Lisbeth Zwerger   Published in the US, this is a large-format, 
fabulously illustrated edition. These stories of magic, adventure and peril, are referred to in 
some of the Harry Potter books. They are 'translated' here by Hermione Granger. Zwerger's 
watercolours are outstandingly good: Rackham for the modern age.    £30.00 

THE ANTLERED SHIP 
Dashka Slater, illustrated by Eric Fan & Terry Fan   There are two great pairs of sibling 
contemporary illustrators: the O'Hara sisters ( 'Bandit Queen') and the Fan Brothers, who 
produced a transformative tale of topiary a couple of years ago, 'The Night Gardener'. In 
this new tale an inquisitive fox joins the crew of an extraordinary antlered ship, seeking 
adventure and Answers to Huge Questions. Intelligent, highly imaginative, an absolute joy. 
Maurice Sendak meets 'Voyage of the Dawntreader'... Ages 3-6.    £12.99 

SOME OF OUR RECENT FAVOURITES 

 
INVITATION TO THE WALTZ 
Rosamond Lehmann   The first of these elegiac novels is about a suburban girl's first ball; its 
sequel (see next) relates her affair seven years later with the boy she met there. Both retain 
their modernity. Lehmann has an exacting eye for the upheavals of the heart and the 
consequences of a roll of flame-coloured silk.    pbk £9.99 

THE WEATHER IN THE STREETS 
Rosamund Lehmann   The first of these elegiac novels is about a suburban girl's first ball (see 
above); its sequel relates her affair seven years later with the boy she met there. Both retain 
their modernity. Lehmann has an exacting eye for the upheavals of the heart and the 
consequences of a roll of flame-coloured silk.    pbk £9.99 

THE FARMER'S YEAR: A CALENDAR OF ENGLISH HUSBANDRY 
Clare Leighton   Lambing and lopping, threshing and sowing: first published in 1933 and out 
of print for many years until Little Toller's lovely edition. Includes Leighton's text as well as 
her 12 marvellous wood engravings illustrating the last vestiges of non-mechanical farming. 
Her woodcuts are dark and rich, with a powerful energy.    pbk £12.00 

THE LIGHT IN THE DARK: A WINTER JOURNAL 
Horatio Clare   An excursion into winter from last October to March of this year. Clare's 
sporadic diary of its challenges, mostly in Yorkshire and in Wales, is by turns quietly 
ecstatic, funny, introspective and bedevilled. For all who find the voyage through the dark 
difficult, and for all those who have loved his other recent book, 'Something of His Art: 
Walking to Lubeck with J. S. Bach'.    £12.99 

IMMORTAL DINNER 
Penelope Hughes-Hallett   One Christmas evening in 1817 the painter B R Haydon gave a 
dinner that included Keats and Wordsworth. PHH celebrates the electrifying brilliance that 
ensued to give an ingenious portrait of the age.    pbk £9.99 

 
 
 
ITALIAN FRESCOES: FROM GIOTTO TO TIEPOLO 
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Tomaso Montanari   A superb art book that presents early Renaissance to late Venetian 
frescoes in stunning detail. No other book does this so well: thoroughly 
gloatable.    £100.00 

FIELD GUIDE TO THE ENGLISH CLERGY: A COMPENDIUM OF DIVERSE 
ECCENTRICS, PIRATES, PRELATES AND ADVENTURERS; ALL 
ANGLICAN, SOME EVEN PRACTISING 
The Revd Fergus Butler-Gallie   This delightful little book of unsung geniuses came out in the 
autumn but we missed it from our Christmas catalogue. It tells, among others, of the 
diminutive cleric who was valuable in the navy as a gun cleaner; this human loofah later 
became Dean of Windsor and was known to JdeF.    £12.99 

CORNERSTONES: SUBTERRANEAN WRITINGS; FROM DARTMOOR TO 
THE ARCTIC CIRCLE 
Edited by Mark Smalley   A journey into the geology under our feet and the ways in which 
they affect our lives from agriculture to architecture. Essays about schist and shale, quartz 
and coal, caves and tundra, meteorites, gypsum and gneiss, by Alan Garner, Sarah Wheeler, 
John Burnside, Sarah Moss, Helen Mort and many others.    £16.00 

IN THE CITY OF LOVE'S SLEEP 
Lavinia Greenlaw   Set in London, this is a novel in which two middle-aged academics fall in 
love. Besides being wonderfully well written (and optimistic!) what makes it so good is that 
the baggage carried by each of the protagonists is persuasive: children, parents, guilt, ex-
spouses... accrued responsibilities and habits that may or may not be bad but might 
complicate a new relationship. "Sally Rooney for the over-40s", quoth one of us.    £14.99 

UNSHELTERED 
Barbara Kingsolver   Kingsolver's latest novel combines a family drama with an intriguing 
historical scandal to demonstrate the struggle between community and truth. Many writers 
in the last three years have attempted to address contemporary America. Kingsolver does so 
with a defter touch than most and a cast of engaging characters. Intelligent, funny and 
moving.    £20.00 

HERMES: POP-UP 
Stephane Foenkinos & Bernard Duisit, introduction by Pierre-Alexis Dumas   Who could imagine 
such an eccentric and delightful thing as this? A book of creative wit, taste and imagination, 
in which mad words accompany the pop-up flights of fancy that are Hermes scarves, with 
Pegasus as our steed, cockatoos for company and a rooftop party as our destination. 
Beautiful colour printing on very good paper, this is a treat for hand and eye.    £22.50 

******************************** 

 

 

 


