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SPRING BOOKS 2023 
Price and availability may be subject to occasional revision 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL 
 

QUEEN OF CODES: THE SECRET LIFE OF EMILY ANDERSON, 
BRITAIN'S GREATEST FEMALE CODE BREAKER   Jackie Ui Chionna     
The first biography of one of the great codebreakers: she played a key role in both world 
wars, and also deciphered the letters of both Beethoven and Mozart.    £25 

BARNAVE: THE REVOLUTIONARY WHO LOST HIS HEAD FOR MARIE 
ANTOINETTE   John Hardman     
A moderate who secretly counselled the French queen, he was guillotined at 32...    £30 

THE ROOSTER HOUSE: A UKRAINIAN FAMILY MEMOIR   Victoria Belim     
This remarkable, devastating unpicking of the past is told through four generations of 
family upheaval.    £20 

ANNE BOLEYN & ELIZABETH I: THE MOTHER AND DAUGHTER WHO 
CHANGED HISTORY   Tracy Borman    
Borman's careful research shows that Anne's tragedy, intellect and family had a profound 

influence on Elizabeth throughout her life. A dazzling turn of the Tudor prism.    £25 

EMPRESS OF THE NILE: THE DAREDEVIL ARCHAEOLOGIST WHO 
SAVED EGYPT'S ANCIENT TEMPLES FROM DESTRUCTION  Lynne Olson     
Christiane Desroches-Noblecourt was the French archaeologist who, in the 1960s, faced 
down both de Gaulle and Nasser to dismantle and move a dozen temples – including the 
vast Abu Simbel – that were to be submerged by the construction of the Aswan 
Dam.    £25 

THE SWIMMER: THE WILD LIFE OF ROGER DEAKIN   Patrick Barkham     
A biography drawn from notebooks, diaries, letters, recordings, published work and above 
all the testimony of many friends.    £20 

HITLER, STALIN, MUM AND DAD: A FAMILY MEMOIR OF MIRACULOUS 
SURVIVAL   Daniel Finkelstein     
Lord Finkelstein's mother's family was sent to Bergen-Belsen; his father's was sent to the 

Siberian gulag.    £25 

AMONG OTHERS: FRIENDSHIPS AND ENCOUNTERS   Michael Frayn     
The playwright and novelist reflects on disparate individuals, including friends, who have 

been significant in his life.    £25 

GEORGE VI AND ELIZABETH: THE MARRIAGE THAT SHAPED THE 
MONARCHY   Sally Bedell-Smith     
The veteran royal biographer was granted special access by the late Queen to private 
papers.    £30 

RADICAL: A LIFE OF MY OWN   Xiaolu Guo     
The Chinese-born novelist moved to Britain and then to the US. Her memoir glints with 
her fascination with the West as well as her nostalgia for the East.    £18.99 

WAVEWALKER: BREAKING FREE   Suzanne Heywood     
The author and her brother spent a decade at sea; at sixteen she made it ashore in New 

Zealand, effectively abandoned by her parents. A startling and riveting memoir.    £20 

THE RUSSIAN ALBUM   Michael Ignatieff    A welcome reissue of his superb 1987 book 
about his Russian family, who rose to influence under Nicholas II.    pbk £12.99 

THOROUGHLY MODERN: THE PIONEERING LIFE OF BARBARA KER-
SEYMER, PHOTOGRAPHER, AND HER BRILLIANT BOHEMIAN FRIENDS 
Sarah Knights    So many of K-S’s photographs have been misattributed to Cecil Beaton that 
she has been neglected. She was admired by Man Ray and Paul Nash; her circle included 
Cocteau, Connolly and Fonteyn.    £22 
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KING: THE LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING   Jonathan Eig     
The first biography for several decades draws on recently declassified FBI files.    £25 

LADY CAROLINE LAMB: A FREE SPIRIT  Antonia Fraser     
One great woman on another.    £25 

SLEEPING ON ISLANDS: A LIFE IN POETRY   Andrew Motion     
A memoir by the former Poet Laureate.    £20 

GOODBYE RUSSIA: RACHMANINOFF IN EXILE   Fiona Maddocks    
He left Russia in 1917, taking his compositions and melancholy genius to America and 
Switzerland, where he reinvented himself as a virtuoso pianist.    £25 

AS IT TURNS OUT: THINKING ABOUT EDIE AND ANDY Alice Sedgwick Wohl     
Edie's older sister attempts to understand how her younger sibling progressed from an 
isolated, privileged Californian childhood to become Warhol's muse.    £20 

THREE WORLDS: MEMOIRS OF AN ARAB-JEW   Avi Shlaim     
The author fled Iraq with his family to Israel in 1950: this personal narrative of emigration 
also contends with the repercussions of Zionism for an Arab-Jew.    £25 

ESTHER SIMPSON: THE TRUE STORY OF HER MISSION TO SAVE 
SCHOLARS FROM HITLER'S PERSECUTION   John Eidinow     
The daughter of Russian immigrants in Leeds, Simpson made it her life's mission to help 
academic refugees. During WW2 alone, she saved 16 future Nobel Prize winners, 74 future 
Fellows of the Royal Society and 34 future Fellows of the British Academy.    £22 

THE SCENT OF FLOWERS AT NIGHT  Leila Slimani, translated by Sam Taylor     
A memoir by the acclaimed French-Moroccan writer who won the Prix Goncourt with 
Lullaby.    £14. 

AN UNEASY INHERITANCE: MY FAMILY AND OTHER RADICALS 
Polly Toynbee    With Glenconners, Mitfords and Bertrand Russell in the mix, Toynbee is 
superb on privilege, class and progressive politics.    £22 

IN HER NATURE: HOW WOMEN BREAK BOUNDARIES IN THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS   Rachel Hewitt     
After losing five family members in as many months, RH began to run. She also began to 
research the trailblazing, tenacious women who first did outdoor sports in the late 1800s – 
often in long woollen skirts. The backlash too comes under her scrutiny, the continuing 
inequalities of the sporting world, and the hostility that almost every woman experiences to 
this day when she takes to running.    £25 

 

HISTORICAL 

EUROPE AND THE ROMA: A HISTORY OF FASCINATION AND FEAR 
Klaus-Michael Bogdal, translated by Jefferson Chase     
A powerful portrait of the Roma since their appearance in Medieval Europe, and of the 
many forms of persecution they have suffered.    £35 

SHADOWS AT NOON: THE SOUTH ASIAN TWENTIETH CENTURY 
Joya Chatterji       A thematic approach combining social history with the political: the 

household as well as nationhood.    £30 

BISMARCK'S WAR: THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR AND THE MAKING OF 
MODERN EUROPE   Rachel Chrastil     
In less than a month in 1870, the Prussian army invaded France, captured Napoleon III and 
changed the balance of world power. Its success had far-reaching effects...    £30 

THEY ALL MADE PEACE - WHAT IS PEACE?: THE 1923 TREATY OF 
LAUSANNE AND THE NEW IMPERIAL ORDER 
Ed. by Jonathan Conlin, Ozan Ozavci et al    A sequence of essays about the Treaty that 
addressed the new Turkish state and the Middle East. At Versailles, before the rise of 
Ataturk, the West thought such matters had less claim on them.    £50 

FORTUNE'S BAZAAR: THE MAKING OF HONG KONG   Vaudine England     
From the perspective of the people who have worked and lived there since 1862, when it 
was a fishing village, rather than of the imperial powers who controlled it.    £25 

THE RED HOTEL: THE UNTOLD STORY OF STALIN'S 
DISINFORMATION WAR   Alan Philps     
How Stalin isolated and pampered Western journalists in the gilded cage of the Metropol 
Hotel in order to control their output: their translators were often paid to share their beds, 
but others were brave dissenters who managed to give the reporters a more accurate picture 
of Soviet life and were punished for doing so in the Gulag.    £22 
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CREATORS OF MODERN CHINA: 100 LIVES FROM EMPIRE TO REPUBLIC 
1796-1912   Edited by Jessica Harrison-Hall & Julia Lovell     

Covers the Qing dynasty to its fall: by the curators of the British Museum exhibition.    £35 

BEYOND THE WALL: EAST GERMANY, 1949-1990   Katja Hoyer     

This humane and nuanced history of the GDR adds colour to the reputed greyness.    £25 

LOVE IN A TIME OF HATE: ART AND PASSION IN THE SHADOW OF 
WAR, 1929-39   Florian Illies    Following his outstanding book 1913: The Year Before the 
Storm, Illies looks at the affairs of de Beauvoir, Sartre, Dietrich, Mann (both T & K), 
Nabokov and others, set against the looming darkness of European Fascism.    £20 

FRANCE ON TRIAL: THE CASE OF MARSHAL PÉTAIN  Julian Jackson    
Leadership and moral compromise in Occupied France, seen through the lens of Pétain's 
trial in 1945. Julian Jackson is superb on the French Occupation and his biography of de 

Gaulle was magisterial.    £25 

A KIDNAPPED WEST: THE TRAGEDY OF CENTRAL EUROPE 
Milan Kundera    A short, sharp lament; published in Czech in 1983 and only now in 

English.    £10 

GOODBYE EASTERN EUROPE: AN INTIMATE HISTORY OF A DIVIDED 
LAND   Jacob Mikanowski    A study both of political faultlines and of an idea, the latter 

now vanishing beneath concrete and McDonalds.    £22 

THE MIDDLE KINGDOMS: A NEW HISTORY OF CENTRAL EUROPE 
Martyn Rady    From the Roman Empire to the present, by the author of an excellent book 
on the Habsburgs.    £35 

FOREIGN BODIES: PANDEMICS, VACCINES AND THE HEALTH OF 
NATIONS   Simon Schama     
Vaccine scepticism has a long history; human ingenuity too.    £30 

RURAL: THE LIVES OF THE WORKING CLASS COUNTRYSIDE 
Rebecca Smith    A fascinating account of how rural working-class lives have changed with 
industry, tourism and the working of the land.    £18.99 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

FREE AND EQUAL: WHAT WOULD A FAIR SOCIETY LOOK LIKE? 
Daniel Chandler     
An argument for societal improvement based on the humane work of John Rawls.    £25 

THE ECONOMIC GOVERNMENT OF THE WORLD: 1933-2023    
Martin Daunton    A history of money, trade and development beginning at the moment 
during the Great Depression when Keynes admitted to perplexity.    £45 

NONVIOLENCE: AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME   Ramin Jahanbegloo     
A new title in the excellent 'Haus Curiosities' series, by the executive director of the 
Mahatma Gandhi Centre for Nonviolence and Peace Studies.    pbk £7.99 

THE FUTURE OF GEOGRAPHY: HOW POWER AND POLITICS IN SPACE 
WILL CHANGE OUR WORLD   Tim Marshall    

Astropolitics, from the author of Prisoners of Geography.    £20 

THE RUSSO-UKRAINIAN WAR   Serhii Plokhy     
Who is better qualified to write this?    £25 

TRUST IN PUBLIC LIFE   Anna Rowlands et al    Another of the 'Haus Curiosities', this 
is a series of essays co-published with the Westminster Abbey Institute.    pbk £7.99 

OUR NHS: A HISTORY OF BRITAIN'S BEST LOVED INSTITUTION 
Andrew Seaton    An important, well-researched history of the National Health Service that 
has no particular political axe to grind. The author is an Oxford academic.    £20 

MY RUSSIA   Mikhail Shishkin, translated by Gesche Ipsen     
The great novelist-in-exile examines the troubled relationship between the Russian state and 
its citizens, using the past to cast light on the present.    £18.99 
 

FICTION 

THE WIND KNOWS MY NAME   Isabel Allende     
The parallel lives of two children: one escapes Vienna in 1938 on the Kindertransport, the 
other is separated from her mother fleeing El Salvador.    £18.99 

 

https://johnsandoe.com/product/1913-the-year-before-the-storm/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/1913-the-year-before-the-storm/
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https://johnsandoe.com/product/prisoners-of-geography/
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THE CHOICE   Michael Arditti     
A powerful fictional investigation into the separateness of art and artist, through a vicar's 
discovery of under-age hanky-panky, and an artist's relations with his teenage models. 
£18.99 

THE OTHER SIDE OF MRS WOOD   Lucy Barker     
The rivalry of two mediums in Victorian London: Mapp and Lucia with ectoplasm rather 
than Lobster à la Riseholme? Cheerful stuff.    £14.99 

THE CHILD AND THE RIVER   Henri Bosco    
A young farm lad falls asleep in a boat and drifts down the river: a week of liberated, 
pastoral bliss ensues. First published in 1945, this is the first new translation since the 1950s. 

By the author of Malicroix.    pbk £12.99 

CAT BRUSHING   Jane Campbell     
A fine collection of short stories about older women, by a new kid on the block who 
happens also to be an older woman.    pbk £9.99 

THE GUEST   Emma Cline     
A taut, brilliantly uneasy novel about a young woman drifting through the glamorous world 
of Long Island as an uninvited and rather desperate guest. By the author of The 
Girls.    £18.99 

THE THREE GRACES   Amanda Craig     
A new take on female friendship as three grannies gathered in Tuscany grapple with family 

and global problems.    £18.99 

THE HOUSE OF DOORS   Tan Twang Eng     
Love, truth, secrecy and betrayal in 1920s' Penang; Somerset Maugham plays a part. Eng's 

previous book was the marvellous Garden of Evening Mists. Much anticipated.    £20 

KAIROS   Jenny Erpenbeck, translated by Michael Hofmann 
A love affair and its aftermath, set in the closing years of the GDR. The girl is young, the 
man significantly older; the alteration in their love finds a parallel in the oppression of the 
regime. Erpenbeck was born in East Germany and her portrait of that country and of that 
period is compelling; her writing is tremendous, free-flowing yet sharp as an east wind, and 
beautifully rendered in Hofman’s meticulous translation.   £16.99 

BE MINE   Richard Ford    A final (4th) novel in his Bascombe series.    £18.99 

THE MEMORY OF ANIMALS   Claire Fuller     
Survival in the creepy captivity of a vaccine trial.    £16.99 

VALENTINO   Natalia Ginzburg, translated by Avril Bardoni     
Another of Ginzburg's lambent, ironic novellas: this time about a spoilt boy who grows into 
a feckless youth. Both he and his parents are blinded by unrealistic hopes, while his sister 
(the narrator) is trapped by her place in the family. First published in Italian in 1951.    pbk 
£8.99 

SAGITTARIUS    Natalia Ginzburg, translated by Avril Bardoni     
A snakes-and-ladders novella about the misplaced confidence of a bossy widow, whose 
aspirations to a life of refinement and social elevation bring about her downfall. Ginzburg, 
as ever, is luminous. First published in 1957.    pbk £8.99 

ENTER GHOST   Isabella Hammad    A production of Hamlet in Palestine and the 
complexities of home-coming: inevitably theatre is political and there are consequences. By 

the British-Palestinian author of The Parisian.    £20 

THE WOUNDED STORYTELLER: THE TRAUMATIC TALES OF E. T. A. 
HOFFMANN   E. T. A. Hoffmann, translated by Jack Zipes, illustrated by Natalie Frank     

A fine new edition of these classic tales of horror & fantasy, in a new translation.    £30 

ONE AFTERNOON   Sian James James     
A 1975 novel republished by Persephone because it reminds them of Eva Ibbotson!     

pbk £16 

GREEK LESSONS   Han Kang     
In Seoul, a teacher is losing his sight and a woman her voice... By the author of The 
Vegetarian, for which she won the International Booker prize.    £16.99 

THE CAMERAMAN   Matthew Kneale     
A vulnerable young man travels to Rome in 1934 with his family for his sister's wedding. 
The car journey is full of mishaps and squabbles, with tempers fraying over divided attitudes 
towards Fascism.    £16.99 

THE FIRE   Daniela Krien, translated by Jamie Bulloch     
A couple lost their intimacy somewhere along the road of their marriage. Now what? 

Krien's previous novel Love in Five Acts was very good.    £16.99 

 
 

https://johnsandoe.com/product/malicroix-2/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-girls/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-girls/
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https://johnsandoe.com/product/love-in-five-acts/


5 
 

AN ASTRONOMER IN LOVE 
Antoine Laurain, translated by Louise Rogers Lalaurie & Megan Jones     
Louis XV's astronomer sails the seas to observe the transit of Venus; two and half centuries 
later his telescope draws a man to a woman. A new novel by the author of other, gently off-

beat romantic comedies such as The Red Notebook.    £16.99 

AUGUST BLUE    Deborah Levy     
Mid-performance, a concert pianist walks off stage in Vienna, leaving her old life. As she 

begins a new one, she is shadowed across Europe by an almost-doppelgänger.    £18.99 

CHRYSALIS    Anna Metcalfe     
The transformation of a young woman into a digital phenomenon: a crisp debut novel 

about millennial ambitions.    £14.99 

I AM HOMELESS IF THIS IS NOT MY HOME   Lorrie Moore     

The first novel in 10 years by this wonderful American writer.    £16.99 

THE WINDING STAIR   Jesse Norman     
A rich historical novel of Jacobean power games – politics and palaces, parliaments and 
surely poison too? A first novel by the biographer of Adam Smith and Edmund 
Burke.    £20 

THE COMPLETE SHORT STORIES   Patrick O'Brian, introduction by Nikolai Tolstoy     

A bumper volume from the late author of the Aubrey-Maturin series.    £35 

HONEYBEES AND DISTANT THUNDER   Riku Onda, translated by Philip Gabriel     
This tale of three contestants at a piano competition sold a million copies in Japan!                            
pbk £12.99 

A HISTORY OF BURNING   Janika Oza     
A fine debut novel about a family's trajectory from India in 1898 to Idi Amin's Uganda, and 
then to Canada in the 1990s; it's underpinned by a secret, and a letter.    £16.99 

SHY   Max Porter     
A few strange hours in the troubled life of a teenage boy: another short, mysterious novel 
from the author of Lanny and Grief Is the Thing with Feathers.    £12.99 

HIGH TIME   Hannah Rothschild    The Trelawneys are about to lose their beloved castle 
once again – this time to the dodgy-dealing crypto-currency-maniac husband of Ayesha who 
saved it only a decade ago... More fun and rackety doings in the overlapping worlds of class, 

art and money that are Rothschild's hallmark.    £16.99 

PROFESSOR SCHIFF'S GUILT   Agur Schiff    An ingenious, darkly comic post-colonial 
satire.    pbk £14.99 

WATCH US DANCE   Leila Slimani, translated by Sam Taylor    Morocco in the 60s and 70s: 
a sequel to The Country of Others.    £14.99 

THE HOUSE ON VIA GEMITO   Domenico Starnone, translated by Oonagh Stransky     
First translation of his novel set in Naples in the shadow of WW2, about a railway clerk, 
thwarted in his artistic ambitions, and his long-suffering family. Published in Italian 20 years 

ago, this won the Strega prize.    pbk £14.99 

EVERY DAY IS TO-DAY: ESSENTIAL WRITINGS 
Gertrude Stein, introduction by Francesca Wade     
A collection of Stein's fiction and essays, including portraits of Alice B. Toklas, Juan Gris, 
Picasso and Matisse. One of Pushkin Press's pleasing small-format paperbacks.    pbk £12 

THE LATE AMERICANS   Brandon Taylor    
Three young friends in Iowa navigate love, life and much in between: a searing look at 
contemporary America in all its volatility.    £18.99 

THE COVENANT OF WATER   Abraham Verghese    Much anticipated from the author 
of Cutting for Stone, this spans a family in Kerala, 1900-1977.    £20 

AN HONOURABLE EXIT   Eric Vuillard, translated by Mark Polizzotti     
Another slim, powerful novel from this excellent writer: as in The Order of the Day, he shows 
the web of overlapping and competing interests amongst politicians, industrialists and 
financiers in the time of war - this time it's 1950, when France was embattled in Indo-
China.    £14.99 

FOXASH   Kate Worsley     
A rural-gothic novel about life on smallholding in the 1930s going pear-shaped. Beware the 
lettuce!    £18.99 

GOLDEN AGE   Wang Xiaobo, translated by Yan Yan     
A satire of the Cultural Revolution. First published in the 1990s, this is its first full English 
translation.    £18.99 

WHERE ALL GOOD FLAPPERS GO: ESSENTIAL STORIES OF THE JAZZ 
AGE   Various, edited by David M. Earle    Short stories by Dorothy Parker, Zelda Fitzgerald, 

https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-red-notebook/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/lanny/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/grief-is-the-thing-with-feathers/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-country-of-others/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/cutting-for-stone/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-order-of-the-day/
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Zora Neale Hurston and many others. One of Pushkin Press's delightful small-format 
paperbacks.    pbk £12 

THE PENGUIN BOOK OF KOREAN SHORT STORIES 
Edited by Bruce Fulton, introduction by Kwon Youngmin     
Spanning a century of Korean writing, this anthology is a fine introduction to the tropes 
and tensions of Korean fiction. £25 
 

THRILLERS 

THE LOCK-UP   John Banville    A new Strafford & Quirke mystery.    £16.99 

A DEATH IN THE PARISH   Richard Coles     
A sleuth in a dog collar and rude old ladies.    £18.99 

THE TRANSLATOR   Harriet Crawley     
Two translators - a Russian girl and an Englishman - train for the Moscow marathon 
together so that they can talk - and then save the world, or at least some of it.    £16.99 

MOSCOW EXILE   John Lawton    Deft Cold War intrigue.    £16.99 

THIRTY DAYS OF DARKNESS   Jenny Lund Madsen, translated by Megan E.Turney     
A Nordic crime writer sequesters herself on a chilly and remote island to write a book and 

lo! - there is a first dead body to interrupt her writing.    £16.99 

A LINE IN THE SAND   Kevin Powers    An accomplished thriller that connects an Iraqi 
former interpreter with a body on a beach and a vastly lucrative defence contract: Powers, 
author of the brilliant The Yellow Birds, is a veteran of the war in Iraq and understands the 
background - and the money - chillingly well.    £18.99 

THE SCARLET PAPERS   Matthew Richardson    Vienna, 1946; Moscow, 1964; Riga, 

1992; London, now... and a document that could change the world.    £14.99 

DEATH OF A BOOKSELLER   Alice Slater    The author was a bookseller at 

Waterstones. They do things differently there.    £14.99 

MURDER IN A HEATWAVE: CLASSIC CRIME MYSTERIES FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS   Edited by Cecily Gayford     

A blood-thirsty anthology of tales by Allingham, Sayers, Orczy etc.    pbk £8.99 

THE DEVIL'S FLUTE MURDERS   Seishi Yokomizo, translated by Jim Rion     
Death, divination and a succession of murders, set in the crumbling grandeur of a once 
great house... Another treat for those who loved The Inugami Curse and others by this master 
of the genre.    pbk £9.99 
 

POETRY 

PLUS ULTRA   Sarah Fletcher    A clever, restless debut collection.    pbk £11 

UP LATE   Nick Laird    A new collection: meditative, quotidian, responsive.    £14.99 

METAMORPHOSES   Ovid, translated by Stephanie McCarter     

A ferocious new verse translation.    £32 

EARTH HOUSE   Matthew Hollis     
Glorious new collection from the author, editor, professor...    £14.99 

SELF-PORTRAIT AS OTHELLO   Jason Allen-Paisant     
The poet inhabits the figure of Othello in contemporary London, Paris and Venice: an 
accomplished and rich second collection.    pbk £12.99 

THE KOKINSHU: SELECTED POEMS   Translated by Torquil Duthie     
This anthology of Japanese poetry dates from the C10th and became the basis of all later 
vernacular poetry including haiku. The early literary authors Shikibu and Shonagon drew 
from it too, and its aesthetic influence continued till the C20th.    pbk £25 
 

IDEAS & CULTURE 

THE GOD DESIRE   David Baddiel    Slim, sane, clever and funny: this is as true of this 

defence of atheism as it is of its author.    £9.99 

A VERY EASY DEATH   Simone de Beauvoir     
De Beauvoir's short memoir of her mother's death.    pbk £12.99 

https://johnsandoe.com/product/yellow-birds/
https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-inugami-curse-2/
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SONG & SELF: A SINGER'S REFLECTIONS ON MUSIC AND 
PERFORMANCE   Ian Bostridge     
During lockdown, the great tenor turned his attention to some of the stories and ideas 
behind the song cycles that he was unable to perform.    £14.99 

DOG HEARTED: ESSAYS ON OUR FIERCE AND FAMILIAR COMPANIONS 
Edited by Rowan Hisayo Buchanan & Jessica J. Lee     
Contributors include Cal Flynn, Eley Williams, Ned Beauman and Evie Wyld.    pbk £9.99 

THE EXPERIENCE MACHINE: HOW OUR MINDS PREDICT AND SHAPE 
REALITY   Andy Clark     
Explains how our experience is guided by prior expectation to a degree that renders it a 

kind of 'controlled hallucination'.    £25 

THE WRITING SCHOOL 
Miranda France    An account of teaching a course in a writing school, which becomes 
unexpectedly reflexive.    £18.99 

HOW TO BE: LIFE LESSONS FROM THE EARLY GREEKS   Adam Nicolson    
The philosophical innovations of Sappho, Pythagoras, Heraclitus, Xenophanes, Homer and 
others. The first time since The Mighty Dead: Why Homer Matters that this excellent writer has 
turned to classics.    £20 

A LITTLE HISTORY OF MUSIC   Robert Philip     
In the excellent Yale series, a lively introduction to music around the world from 

Neanderthal trumpeting to the present.    £15.99 

COFFEE AND CIGARETTES: SCENES FROM A CRIME WRITER'S LIFE 
Ferdinand von Schirach, translated by Kat Hall     

Essays and snatches of memoir by the writer and criminal defence lawyer.    £16.99 

ON WOMEN   Susan Sontag    A collection of Sontag's essays on feminism.    £16.99 

A LIFE OF ONE'S OWN: NINE WOMEN WRITERS BEGIN AGAIN 
Joanna Biggs    Do the pram in the hall and other domestic tentacles make a life of intellectual 
fulfilment impossible? The author unravels the work of Virginia Woolf, Simone de 
Beauvoir, Elena Ferrante, Zorah Neale Thurston and others to find room of her 
own.    £18.99 

TWO CHEERS FOR DEMOCRACY: A SELECTION   E.M. Forster     
Two cheers because only Love deserves three... Forster - that great humanist and sublime 
prose stylist - advocated "curiosity, a free mind, belief in good taste, and belief in the human 
race". His essays, although written seventy years ago, are marvellously telling still - here are 
25 of them. (There is a complete collection here).    pbk £16 
 

ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS 

OLAJUMOKE ADENOWO. NEO HERITAGE: DEFINING CONTEMPORARY 
AFRICAN ARCHITECTURE   Olajumoke Adenowo     

The Nigerian architect/author is now a major figure in world architecture.    £55 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF SIR EDWIN LUTYENS: VOLUME 1: COUNTRY 
HOUSES   A.S.G. Butler, George Stewart & Christopher Hussey     
A new edition, large format. Vols 2 & 3 will follow later this year. Last seen as a boxed set 
in the 1990s.    £125 

A TREATISE ON CIVIL ARCHITECTURE   William Chambers, ed. Frank Salmon & 
Clive Aslet    A folio facsimile of his classic C18th guide to Western architecture.    £75 

VISIONS OF ARCADIA: PAVILIONS AND FOLLIES OF THE ANCIEN 
REGIME   Bernd H. Dams & Andrew Zega     
Decades of research lie behind this book, with its fine watercolour representations and 

meticulous text.    £65 

HAUTE BOHEMIANS: GREECE: INTERIORS, ARCHITECTURE, AND 
LANDSCAPES   Miguel Flores-Vianna     
Ravishing, of course. A follow-up to MFV's gorgeous book Haute Bohemians of 2017. 
Stunning photos by the self-confessed philhellene. Large format.    £65 

YORKSHIRE: THE NORTH RIDING   Jane Grenville     

(NB: the price of new Pevsner volumes jumps after a few months to £60)     £45 

VICTORIAN MODERN: A DESIGN BIBLE FOR THE VICTORIAN HOME 
Jo Leevers & Rachael Smith     
A kindly light to lead you through th'encircling gloom...    £30 

 
 

https://johnsandoe.com/product/the-mighty-dead-why-homer-matters/
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VILLA MARGON: THE RENAISSANCE IN TRENTO 
Michelangelo Lupo, photographs by Massimo Listri     
Lavish landscape format pics of the frescoes, sculptures and furniture in this Trentino 
villa.    £40 

AN ENTERTAINING LIFE: DESIGNING TOWN AND COUNTRY 
Paolo Moschino & Philip Vergeylen, introduction by Bunny Williams     
Glimpses of their Sussex and London homes; projects in Bali, Sicily, etc.    £50 

VENICE AND THE DOGES: SIX HUNDRED YEARS OF ARCHITECTURE, 
MONUMENTS, AND SCULPTURE   Toto Bergamo Rossi & Marino Zorzi     
This is really more sculpture than architecture - and it's very beautiful.    £100 

GEORGIAN ARCADIA: ARCHITECTURE FOR THE PARK AND GARDEN 
Roger White    Liberated from formality, the looser landscape gardening of the C18th fizzed 
with grottoes, follies and temples of course, but also with deer pens, stables, dovecotes, 
boathouses, etc. Many illustrations.    £40 
 

ART 

AI WEIWEI: MAKING SENSE   Justin McQuirk     
Looks at the tension in his work between past and present, through his own collections of 
objects – both precious and worthless. To accompany the exhibition at the Design 
Museum.    £34.95 

GEORG BASELITZ: NAKED MASTERS   Edited by Sabine Haag     
Juxtapositions of his own nudes with those of Old Masters, at the invitation of the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna.    pbk £48 

BONNARD: THE EXPERIENCE OF SEEING   Barry Schwabsky & Sarah Whitfield     
A lovely, big book on Bonnard, lavishly illustrated with his best works, some in private 

collections.    £85 

REDISCOVERING BLACK PORTRAITURE   Peter Brathwaite     
From the Getty, a collection of the baritone's witty 're-creations' of Black figures in 

art.    £35 

SURREAL SPACES: THE LIFE AND ART OF LEONORA CARRINGTON 
Joanna Moorhead   

An illustrated biography, told through the houses that were significant for her.    £30 

ISLANDERS: THE MAKING OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
Edited by Anastasia Christphilopolou     
Catalogue of the exhibition at the Fitzwilliam in Cambridge, looking at island identities in 
the ancient Mediterranean.    pbk £20 

THE FLEMISH MASTERS   Matthias Depoorter     
A fine illustrated study of the work of these artists, with particular attention to their lighting 
effects.    £40 

PETER DOIG  Barnaby Wright & Catherine Lampert    A clutch of paintings and etchings, 
on show at the Courtauld. All have been completed since the artist moved to London from 

Trinidad, though he worked on some of them for several years. Glorious.    £20 

DONATELLO: SCULPTING THE RENAISSANCE   Edited by Peta Motture     
The V & A catalogue.    £45 

WAYS OF LIFE: JIM EDE AND THE KETTLE'S YARD ARTISTS 
Laura Freeman      At last a biography of this extraordinary man, whose circle included Ben 
and Winifred Nicholson, Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth, Alfred Wallis, Henri Gaudier-

Brzeska and David Jones. It’s wonderful.    £30 

NATURAL LIGHT: THE ART OF ADAM ELSHEIMER AND THE DAWN OF 
MODERN SCIENCE   Julian Bell    The celebrated writer and artist looks at a rather 
forgotten friend of Rubens whose mysterious paintings – with their particular interest in the 
relationship between nature and people - greatly influenced his contemporaries. 

Illustrated.    £25 

DEBBIE GEORGE: THIRTY YEARS OF PAINTING   Jamie Gilham     
Delightful flower paintings: small bunches of flowers - often wild - in a gorgeous array of 
mugs, jugs and bowls. Mostly gesso on small panels, with a slightly folkloric feel. Published 
by a tiny press.    pbk £30 

HILMA AF KLINT: TREE OF KNOWLEDGE   Julia Voss & Susan Aberth     
Watercolours by this amazing pioneer of abstraction, as seen in the recent David Zwirner 
exhibition. Incidentally, there is also a superb 7-vol catalogue raisonné of her work available 

at £250.    £45 
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GWEN JOHN: ART AND LIFE IN LONDON AND PARIS   Alicia Foster     
This fine illustrated biography frames GJ amongst her contemporaries, in the studios of the 
Slade and in the Paris salons: Matisse, Maud Gonne, Paula Modersohn-Becker, Rodin, 
Rilke... Many illustrations.    £30 

MONET/ROTHKO   Cyrille Sciama, Marie Delbarre et al     
An intriguing study of the relationship between the artists, from the director of the Giverny 
museum.    £35 

GEORGIA O'KEEFFE: TO SEE TAKES TIME 
Samantha Friedman & Laura Neufeld    The artist's works in charcoal, pencil, watercolour and 
pastel, on paper; many of these were produced sequentially and float between observation 
and abstraction. The catalogue of the exhibition at MoMA, which also includes some of her 
finest paintings.    £45 

ARTISTS' LIVES   Michael Peppiatt     
Engaging, perceptive encounters with Freud, Bacon, Hockney, Tapies and others.    £25 

THE ROSSETTIS 
Edited by Carol Jacobi    The Tate exhibition is a retrospective of Dante Gabriel Rossetti, but 
it also features the largest exhibition there has been of Elizabeth Siddal's work.  
hbk £40 / pbk £30 

AEGEAN WAVES: ARTWORKS OF THE EARLY CYCLADIC CULTURE IN 
THE MUSEUM OF CYCLADIC ART AT ATHENS 
Nicholas Stampolidis & Peggy Sotirakopoulou    Reprint of a good Skira book from 2008 that 
disappeared rather fast.    £35 

THE SASSOONS   Esther da Costa Meyer & Claudia J. Nahson     
Catalogue of the exhibition at the Jewish Museum, NY, which looks at the family's history 
through their fabulous art collections.    £45 

AFTER IMPRESSIONISM: INVENTING MODERN ART   MaryAnne Stevens     
Catalogue of the exhibition at the National Gallery. It concentrates above all on Cezanne, 
Gauguin and van Gogh.    £40 

ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF SICILY   Julian Treuherz     
A careful chronological survey, from prehistory to the present.    £39.95 

VAN GOGH IN AUVERS-SUR-OISE: HIS FINAL MONTHS Nienke Bakker et al     
A study of the 74 works he produced in the last 70 days of his life, overseen by the Senior 
Curator at the Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam.    £45 

MAD ABOUT PAINTING   Katsushika Hokusai, introduction by Ryoko Matsuba     

In the excellent little ‘Ekphrasis’ series of artists' texts, from David Zwirner.    pbk £10.95 

BLUE   Derek Jarman, introduction by Michael Charlesworth     
This text was the basis for Jarman’s eponymous film of 1993. In the David Zwirner 
‘Ekphrasis’ series.    pbk £10.95 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

YEVONDE: LIFE AND COLOUR   Clare Freestone     
This woman photographer experimented with several techniques - including solarisation - 
and pioneered the use of colour photography in the 1930s.To accompany the exhibition this 
summer and early autumn at the National Portrait Gallery.    £40 

NICK BRANDT: THE DAY MAY BREAK: 2 VOLUME SET  Nadine Barth      
The photographs in part 1 were taken in Zimbabwe and Kenya in late 2020. Those in part 2 
were taken at a sanctuary in Bolivia in 2022. (Each volume is available individually, at £54 

and £58).    £88 

RALPH ELLISON: PHOTOGRAPHER 
Edited by Michal Raz-Russo & John F. Callahan     
Better known perhaps as a writer (Invisible Man, 1952), Ellison was also a fine photographer, 
who turned his camera as well as his pen on everyday life in America, especially the Black 
experience. Spanning the 1930s to 1990s, this is the first publication on Ellison's 
photographs.    £50 

BOHEMIA: HISTORY OF AN IDEA, 1950 – 2000   Russel Ferguson     
Subcultures and iconic misfits: the catalogue for an exhibition in Prague that includes the 
work of Wolfgang Tilmans, Nan Goldin, David Wojnarowicz, Alice Neale et alia. A lot of 

cigarettes, funny clothes and empty bottles.    £48 
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PHOTOGRAPHY IN JAPAN 1853-1912   Terry Bennett     
Photographs of many different subjects, by both Japanese and foreign photographers. With 
over 300 images, some domestic, others panoramic, this collection constitutes a unique 
visual record of the period. Second edition.    £34.99 

DARK ROOM   Garry Fabian Miller, notes by Edmund de Waal     
This outstanding fine art photographer has worked without a camera for the last forty years 
- luminous abstract forms and atmospheric landscapes. With text by Edmund de 

Waal.    £40 

WERNER BISCHOF: UNSEEN COLOUR   Ludovia Introini & Francesca Bernasconi     
The early colour work by the Swiss photographer.    £42 

 

DECORATIVE ARTS 

MR & MRS CLARK: OSSIE CLARK AND CELIA BIRTWELL. FASHION AND 
PRINT 1965-1974 
Edited by Federico Poletti    'The King of King's Road' and Celia, his wife, dominated fashion 

for several years just down the road from Sandoe's, during the heydays of Chelsea.    £36 

FUTURLIBERTY: LIBERTY FABRICS AND THE AVANT-GARDE 
Ester Coen & Richard Cork    A splendid jollification: Liberty prints take on Futurist and 
Vorticist designs in a spectacular collaboration with Federico Forquet, the Italian couturier 
and designer who began his career alongside Balenciaga. For Liberty's 150th birthday.    £45 

IZNIK CERAMICS AT THE BENAKI MUSEUM 
John Carswell, Mina Moraitou & Melanie Gibson    This collection of Iznik work, from the 
Benaki Museum in Athens and collected by its founder, has never been fully published until 

now.    pbk £60 

HOW TO BUILD IMPOSSIBLE THINGS: A CARPENTER'S NOTES ON LIFE 
& THE ART OF GOOD WORK   Mark Ellison     
Ellison is reputed to be little short of a genius - for forty years a carpenter, cabinet-maker, 
industrial designer, sculptor, welder; and capable of realising the three-dimensional 
processes of architects' wildest dreams. He's worked on many of New York's most 
prestigious interiors.    £18.99 

SUZANI: ART OF THE SILK ROAD   Christian Erber, Penny Oakley & Markus Voigt     
A lovely book on the history of the joyous Central Asian hand-stitched panels, based on a 
single collection. Delayed from last year.    £60 

STUDIO CERAMICS: BRITISH STUDIO POTTERY 1900 TO NOW 
Alun Graves, preface by Tanya Harrod    Glorious survey of pieces in the Victoria & Albert 
Museum, from Bernard Leach, Michael Cardew and Lucie Rie to Edmund de Waal, 

Grayson Perry and many others. Many illustrations.    £65 

LUCIE RIE: THE ADVENTURE OF POTTERY   Andrew Nairne    
For her revelatory retrospective at Kettle's Yard.    pbk £39.95 

LUXURY AND POWER: PERSIA TO GREECE   James Fraser     
From the BM exhibition.    £35 

ADORNMENT AND SPLENDOUR: JEWELS OF THE INDIAN COURTS 
Salam Kaoukji    Catalogue of the stupendous Al Sabah Collection.    £60 

CHINA'S HIDDEN CENTURY: 1796-1912 
Edited by Julia Lovell & Jessica Harrison-Hall    The last long century of the Qing dynasty was 
both turbulent and creative. Catalogue for the exhibition at the British Museum.    £45 

ART UNDERFOOT: THE NAZMIYAL COLLECTION 
Jason Nazmiyal, Elizabeth Parker & Marcus Voigt    A private collection of fabulous Art Deco 
and Modernist carpets.    £50 

WORDS MADE STONE: THE CRAFT AND PHILOSOPHY OF LETTER 
CUTTING   Lida Lopes Cardozo Kindersley & Marcus Waithe, introduction by Rowan Williams     
The close and sustained attention to words, by a letter cutter and a Cambridge don. Their 
dialogue is a fascinating play of philosophy and the art of making; a pool of quiet in a noisy 
world. Many illustrations.    £25 

MEXICAN: A JOURNEY THROUGH DESIGN   Newell Turner     
There have not been many books on this subject. This foray is vivid and wide-
ranging.    £50 

THE ODYSSEYS OF LYDIA COURTEILLE  Juliet Rochefoucauld     
Courteille is a scientist, collector, gemmologist, dealer and traveller - but above all she is a 
jewellery desiger in Paris, making exquisite pieces that often combine antique elements with 

modern.    £45 



11 
 

KARL LAGERFELD: A LINE OF BEAUTY   Andrew Bolton &Amanda Harlech 
From Balmain and Patou, via Chanel, to the later designs for his own brand. Catalogue of 
the MoMA exhibition.    £60 
 

THE NATURAL WORLD 

WANDERERS IN THE NEW FOREST 
Juliette de Bairacli Levy, introduction by Megan McCubbin    The extraordinary woman who 
wandered the world gathering herbal lore settled in a cabin in the New Forest for three 
years in the 1950s, where she raised her children.    pbk £15 

GEORGE: A MAGPIE MEMOIR   Frieda Hughes     
"He was a hectic, unprincipled bird". Divine.    £16.99 

BEASTLY: A NEW HISTORY OF ANIMALS AND US   Keggie Carew     
An unpicking of the anthropocentric view of the natural world that has bedevilled the West 
since Aristotle, and whose consequences we now reap: by the author of Dadland, winner of 
the Costa Biography Prize.    £20 

ONE MIDSUMMER'S DAY: SWIFTS AND THE STORY OF LIFE ON EARTH 
Mark Cocker    Humans and swifts make one tangled skein of life: MC fine form.    £20 

GOD IS AN OCTOPUS: LOSS, LOVE AND A CALLING TO NATURE 
Ben Goldsmith    The author staunched his grief at his teenage daughter's death by wilding his 
Somerset farm.    £20 

THE LANGUAGE OF TREES   Katie Holten    An anthology of prose, poetry and art; 
contributors include Ursula le Guin, Robert Macfarlane, Amitav Ghosh, Zadie Smith and 
Tacita Dean.    £16.99 

TAKING FLIGHT: THE EVOLUTIONARY STORY OF LIFE ON THE WING 
Lev Parikian    The conductor-twitcher has the lightest of touches. Illuminating, 

fascinating.    £16.99 

THE BOOK OF WILDING: A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO REWILDING, BIG AND 
SMALL   Isabella Tree    A hefty tome, well-illustrated; small is still beautiful if you don't 
have acres and acres.    £35 
 

GARDENS 

MODERN JAPANESE GARDENS 
Shinobu Sawada    Contemporary designs, with some roots in the Zen garden but here are 

not simply gravel and rocks. Sleek, pared-back, sometimes austere, very chic.    £35 

GREENHOUSES: CATHEDRALS FOR PLANTS   Werner Pawlok     
Schönbrunn, Kew and other spectacular glasshouses.    £89.95 

LIVES OF THE GREAT GARDENERS   Stephen Anderton    
William Kent to Charles Jencks, Le Nôtre to Roberto Burle Marx. A new edition.    pbk £20 

BOTANY OF THE KITCHEN GARDEN   Helena Dove     
The author runs the magnificent and productive kitchen garden at Kew.    £22 

ZEN IN THE GARDEN: THE JAPANESE ART OF PEACEFUL GARDENING 
Miki Sakamoto    From the hurly-burly of the raised bed to the deep peace of contemplative 
cultivation…   £12.99 

PIET OUDOLF AT WORK   Piet Oudolf, Cassian Schmidt & Noel Kingsbury     
Very handsome book, large format. This is one of the best, most comprehensive books yet 
on Oudolf's distinctive work.    £59.95 

THE KING'S VEGETABLE GARDEN/LE POTAGER DU ROI 
Stephanie de Courtois    Bilingual book on the immense kitchen garden at Versailles; not new 
but this is its first release in the UK. Illustrated.    pbk £13 

 

COOKERY 

THE FLAVOUR THESAURUS: MORE FLAVOURS 
Niki Segnit    Epicurian delights - again!    £20 

COMFORT AND JOY: IRRESISTIBLE PLEASURES FROM A VEGETARIAN 

KITCHEN   Ravinder Bhogal    Vegetable sorcery.    £26 
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POMEGRANATES & ARTICHOKES: RECIPES AND MEMORIES OF A 
JOURNEY FROM IRAN TO ITALY   Saghar Setareh    Delicious recipes, beautiful 

photos.    £26 

LOVE IS A PINK CAKE: IRRESISTIBLE BAKES FOR MORNING, NOON 
AND NIGHT   Claire Ptak     
The subtitle reminds us of a recent book on eating croissants all day - but Ptak and her 
Violet Bakery are very good.    £27 

NEW BRITISH WINE   Abbie Moulton    New makers as well as new wines.    £35 
 

FOR CHILDREN 

TEDDY'S MIDNIGHT ADVENTURE   Yoko Mori, translated by Cathy Hirano     
Like all well-loved nursery creatures, Teddy has lost one of his button eyes. Surely it's 

somewhere in the garden? A charming picture book from Japan for ages 4-6.    £12.99 

IRON ROBIN   Rose Tremain, illustrated by Richard Jones     
Befriended by a small boy, a dull iron robin begins to twitch with life... A lovely picture 

book for ages 4-6.    £14.99 

ARE WE THERE YET?   Sven Volker     
The perennial cry is uttered here by a bear travelling with a butterfly through the seasons 
back to the winter cave. Gently philosophical, for ages 4-6.    £12.99 

NEED A HOUSE? CALL MS. MOUSE! 
George Mendoza, illustrated by Doris Susan Smith    Charming tale of an architect-mouse whose 
designs for her friends - Owl, Mole, Caterpillar etc - are the ne plus ultra of imagination and 
comfort. First published in 1981, this is a happy reissue from the NYRB Press.  

For ages 5-8.    £16.99 

THE FOSSIL HUNTER: HOW MARY ANNING UNEARTHED THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE DINOSAURS   Kate Winter     
Large format, wonderfully illustrated, for ages 7-10.    £14.99 

HONEYBEE: THE BUSY LIFE OF APIS MELLIFERA Candace Fleming, illustrated by 
Eric Rohmann        The life cycle of the honey bee, described in free verse with narrative 
tension and careful illustrations. Ages 6-9.    £12.99 

NURSE MATILDA: THE COMPLETE COLLECTION 
Christianna Brand, illustrated by Edward Ardizzone    Irresistible naughtiness that warms the 
cockles of any youthful heart. For ages 7-9. With Ardizzone's lovely drawings.    pbk £9.99 

MONA LISA AND THE OTHERS 
Alice Harman, illustrated by Quentin Blake    Art treasures tell their own tales: Venus de Milo on 
her lost arms, Vigée le Brun grumbles about Marie Antoinette...    £14.99 

MY HEART WAS A TREE: POEMS AND STORIES TO CELEBRATE TREES 
Michael Morpurgo, illustrated by Yuval Zommer    A delight; for ages 7-12.    £16.99 

CARRIE'S WAR 
Nina Bawden, illustrated by Alan Marks, introduction by Michael Morpurgo    This poignant and 
complex novel about evacuee children in Wales is re-issued in hardback to celebrate its 50th 

anniversary. For ages 8-12.    £14.99 

ALIAS ANNA: A TRUE STORY OF OUTWITTING THE NAZIS   Susan Hood     
A Ukrainian girl escapes the Holocaust and makes her way playing the piano.  

For ages 10-13.    pbk £7.99 

THE WOLF-GIRL, THE GREEKS AND THE GODS: A TALE OF THE 
PERSIAN WARS   Tom Holland, illustrated by Jason Cockcroft      

Marvellous storytelling for ages 9-13 by Tom Holland, the historian.    £25 

THE KINGDOM OVER THE SEA   Zohra Nabi     
Magic and adventure for the young heroine when she travels to Zehaira, a land of sorcerors. 
A lively debut for readers aged 8-11.    pbk £7.99 

HILDA: NIGHT OF THE TROLLS   Luke Pearson     
We are very fond of the blue-haired, feisty, funny Hilda: here are books 5 and 6 in this 
series of graphic novels, in one volume. (Hilda and the Stone Forest and Hilda and the Mountain 
King). For lucky children aged 7-11.    £24.99 

THE TIGERS' TALE: A CONSERVATION STORY   Catherine Barr, illustrated by Tara 
Anand  An optimistic account of a successful tiger conservation programme in India: good 
non-fiction with many gorgeous illustrations. Large format, much information.  
Ages 7-9.   £14.99 
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THE LAST MAPMAKER   Christina Soontornvat     
A young mapmaker with a secret sails the seas to a land of dragons. A stirring adventure 

with an admirable heroine. For ages 8-11.    pbk £7.99 

SOME OF OUR RECENT FAVOURITES 

COURTING INDIA: ENGLAND, MUGHAL INDIA AND THE ORIGINS OF 
EMPIRE   Nandini Das     
A fascinating exploration of travel in C17th India: merchant-cum-gentleman Thomas Roe is 
whisked away as ambassador to Mughal India where he plays the dangerous (and often 
disappointing) game of navigating court intrigue and the politics of the East India 
Company. Das' tale of the English experience in India captures the volatile and uncertain 
relationship between the great centralised Mughal empire and a small island that had just 
escaped decades of political turmoil.    £30 

CHILEAN POET   Alejandro Zambra     
Witty, romantic, light but undeniably literary... the great Chilean novelist has done it again. 
There are echoes of Auster in his writing: a relish for books about books, stories within 
stories, writers writing about writers... but above all you can tell Zambra delights in the 
simple pleasure of a warm, well-written novel.   hbk £16.99 / pbk £9.99 

REVENGE OF THE LIBRARIANS   Tom Gauld    
Gauld's cartoons have whiffs of Glen Baxter and Edward Gorey, but with less cordite. The 
literary world and its denizens provide ample provocations for his deadpan and gently 
subversive drollery. He's particularly good (or sly?) at dissecting procrastination, self-doubt, 
neediness, pretension, vainglory and other writerly foibles. (Make that a decaff latte with 
skimmed asses’ milk and a Bath bun).    £16.99 

I'LL GO ON   Hwang Jungeun, translated by Emily Yae Won     
A Korean novel, beautifully translated, in which an unexpected pregnancy forces two sisters 
to confront the legacy of their own mother's neglect. Delicate, sad, a little dreamy.  
pbk £9.99 

EAST   Meera Sodha     
Under Sodha's spell, the kitchen becomes a site of pan-Asian alchemical marvels. 120 
recipes suitable for vegetarians and vegetable-lovers alike who want to spin noodles into 
gold.    £20 

THE LIVING MOUNTAIN: A CELEBRATION OF THE CAIRNGORM 
MOUNTAINS OF SCOTLAND 
Nan Shepherd, introduction by Robert Macfarlane, afterword by Jeanette Winterson    This intensely 
lyrical and radical 'memoir' of the Cairngorm Mountains in Scotland was written in the last 
years of WW2, but only published in 1977. The long-overlooked Modernist novelist and 
poet writes with acute perception of what she calls 'the elementals' and what they call out in 
us in response: "...when the silence is all but absolute, and listening to it one slips out of 
time...". A tale full of joy and wisdom, of ecstasy and awe. (Also available in 

paperback).    hbk £14.99 / pbk £9.99 

LOVE, LEDA   Mark Hyatt     
A recently unearthed treasure, written before the Sexual Offenses Act of 1967, this 
previously unpublished novel is a wild ride and important record of gay Soho in the 60s. 
Leda hops from tryst to tryst and from one Soho institution to another, helplessly and 

hopelessly trying to find love/shelter/anything really.    pbk £10.99 

BERTA ISLA   Javier Marías, translated by Margaret Jull Costa     
The penultimate novel by the great Marías, who very sadly died in September 2022. 
Themes, characters and ideas resurface throughout his work, both the standalone novels 
and the astonishing trilogy (Your Face Tomorrow). Berta Isla is the precursor to his final novel, 
Tomás Nevinson, published in March. Mesmerising, mysterious, provocative, witty and 
profound, it is a good place to start with this genius.    pbk £10.99 

TOMÁS NEVINSON  Javier Marías, translated by Margaret Jull Costa    Nevinson, the retired 
spy whom we met in Berta Isla, becomes entangled in the lives of three women. The last 
novel by this late and much lamented author is labyrinthine and brilliant...    £22 

THE CALL OF THE TRIBE: ESSAYS   Mario Vargas Llosa, translated by John King      
This book of seven essays describes the Nobel laureate's intellectual journey from the 
"Marxism and Sartrean existentialism of my youth to the liberalism of my mature years." 
Adam Smith, Hayek, Ortega y Gasset, Karl Popper, Isaiah Berlin, Raymond Aron, Revel 
and their ideas are passionately defended in these elegant, short pieces.    £18.99 
 
 

  
 

THE END 


